
Life  After  the  Death  Penalty:
What Happens  in States  that Abolish  the  Death Penalty?
New  York  City  Bar  Association
New  York ,  NY    August  14 ,  2017



States with the 
death penalty 
31 states 

States without the 
death penalty 
19 states and the 

States with and without the death penalty



Direction of Change
Since 2007, seven 
states have 
repealed their 
state’s death 
penalty or declared 
it unconstitutional.

Nebraska’s legislature 
repealed the death 
penalty in 2015. Voters 
restored the law in 2016.

States with and without the death penalty













The short answer to these questions:



The short answer to these questions is “No.”

• Did murder rates 
rise? No.
• Did the rate of 

murders of law 
enforcement go 
up?  No.
• Did killings of 

police increase 
as a %age of all 
murders? No.

























What did we learn?



What did we learn?

• States with the death penalty continue to have higher murder rates 
than states without the death penalty.
• National trends are national trends, irrespective of whether the state 

has the death penalty, never had the death penalty, or recently 
abolished the death penalty.
• There is no apparent correlation between the death penalty and 

changes in murder rates; if anything, there is a correlation between 
murder rates and death sentences subsequently imposed. 
• The death penalty had no discernible effect on killings of law 

enforcement.
• However, abolition of the death penalty is much more likely to occur 

in states in which killings of police are very low as a percentage of all 
murders.



What about the effects of abolition in the individual 
states?
• Did murder rates 

rise? 
• Did the rate of 

murders of law 
enforcement go 
up?
• Did killings of 

police increase 
as a %age of all 
murders?



Did abolition of the death penalty affect 
any of the national trends?
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The long-term death-sentencing decline



The long-term execution decline



All of the states 
that have 
legislatively 
abolished the death 
penalty had rates of 
carrying out 
executions that 
were far lower than 
the national 
average



The future?


