
The Death Penalty in 2024
Death Sentences and Executions Remain Near 

Historic Lows Amid Growing Concerns about 
Fairness and Innocence



President Biden Commutes Death Sentences 
of 37 Men on Federal Row to Remedy 

Systemic Problems

Four States Responsible for 76% of Executions



Executive Summary
• The num ber of new death sen tences in 2024 

increased from 2023, with 26. The num ber 
of peo ple on death row across the United 
States has con tin ued to decline from a peak 
pop u la tion in the year 2000.

• Public sup port for the death penal ty remains 
at a five-decade low (53%) and Gallup’s 
recent polling reveals that more than half 
of young U.S. adults ages 18 through 43 now 
oppose the death penal ty. Fewer peo ple 
found the death penal ty moral ly accept able 
this year (55%) than last year (60%). 

• Significant media atten tion, pub lic protest, 
and sup port from unlike ly allies in the cas-
es of Marcellus  “Khaliifah” Williams, Robert 
Roberson, and Richard Glossip ele vat ed the 
issue of inno cence in 2024, as the United 
States marked the mile stone of 200 death 
row exonerations.

• On December 23, President Biden com mut-
ed the death sen tences of 37 men out of 40 
on the fed er al death row. In the states, no 
indi vid ual death-sen tenced per son received 
clemen cy in 2024, In the states, no individual 
death-sentenced person received clemency 
in 2024, the first year since 2016 without 
any state clemency grants.

• Death penal ty-relat ed leg is la tion was 
enact ed in at least six states to lim it 
use of the death penal ty, alter exe cu tion 
meth ods or pro to cols, mod i fy pro ce-
dures, and increase secre cy. Abolition 
efforts con tin ue in more than a dozen 
states, and efforts to rein tro duce the 
death penal ty in eight states failed. 
Only one effort to expand the death 
penal ty to non-homi cide crimes was 
successful.

• The 1600th exe cu tion in the mod-
ern death penal ty era occurred in 
September 2024.

• The num ber of peo ple exe cut ed in 2024 
remained near ly the same as 2023, 
with 25 exe cu tions occur ring in nine 
states. This was the tenth con sec u tive 
year with few er than 30 exe cu tions. 
Utah, South Carolina, and Indiana con-
duct ed their first exe cu tions after more 
than a decade hia tus. Alabama became 
the first state to use nitro gen gas to 
execute prisoners.

• The United States Supreme Court has 
large ly aban doned the crit i cal role it 
has his tor i cal ly played in reg u lat ing 
and lim it ing use of the death penalty. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/12/23/statement-from-president-joe-biden-on-federal-death-row-commutations/
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The death penalty is no longer an American story. In 
2024, what the death penalty means to you increasingly 
depends on where you live, how old you are, and who 
you elect in your community. 

In most U.S. states, the death penal ty is a rel ic 
of anoth er era. If you are age 43 or younger, your 
gen er a tion increas ing ly sup ports alter na tives to 
the death penal ty. If you live in one of 34 states, 
your state either has no death penal ty, or the 
last exe cu tion was more than ten years ago. 
Just four states — Alabama, Texas, Missouri, 
and Oklahoma — were respon si ble for 76% of 
exe cu tions this year. 

The twenty-six new death sentences in 2024 
were scattered among ten states, but the 
only states which permit non-unanimous 
sentencing were responsible for more than 
40% of them: Florida (7) and Alabama (4). 
Nine of these eleven death sentences were 
non-unanimous.

Nine states exe cut ed 25 peo ple this year, sim-
i lar to 2023 (24 exe cu tions). But if you live in 
one of the oth er 41 states, the death penal ty 
may not even reg is ter as a con cern. This fact 
did not go unno ticed by politi cians run ning for 
nation al office. In this impor tant pres i den tial 
elec tion year, the death penal ty was notice ably 
absent from both major polit i cal par ty plat-
forms and wasn’t an issue in the pres i den tial 
cam paign. Use of the death penal ty also failed 
to rank as a pri or i ty issue among like ly vot ers 
in national polls. 

Local politi cians fre quent ly drove out comes 
in death penal ty cas es this year. Alabama’s 
elect ed offi cials chose to use nitro gen gas 
to suf fo cate three pris on ers despite wide-
spread con dem na tion of a method many 
experts called tor ture. 

In Missouri, state and local politi cians fought 
about the fate of Marcellus Williams, whose 
exe cu tion occurred despite the oppo si tion 
of more than one mil lion peo ple. 

And in Texas and Oklahoma, there was rare 
pub lic sup port from elect ed offi cials who 
helped focus atten tion on the fail ure of 
state laws and pro ce dures to ade quate ly 
pro tect pris on ers with com pelling evi dence 
of inno cence, like Robert Roberson and 
Richard Glossip. 

Looking ahead, the pow er of local politi-
cians is like ly to be deter mi na tive so long 
as the United State Supreme Court refus es 
to inter vene in state death penalty cases.
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2024
613
289
177
165
138
116
116

109
63
58
45
40
37
37
33
33
27
25
11
11
9
9
8
6
4
2
1
1

0
0

2,180

2023
647
298
185
167
139
115

120
115
64
61
45
44
40
36
37
36
27
26
13
11
9
8
8
7
4
2
1
1

0
0

2,262

Jurisdiction 
California 
Florida
Texas
Alabama
North Carolina 
Arizona 
Ohio
Pennsylvania
Louisiana
Nevada
Tennessee
U.S. Federal Gov’t
Georgia
Mississippi
Oklahoma
South Carolina
Arkansas
Kentucky
Missouri
Nebraska
Kansas
Idaho
Indiana
Utah
U.S. Military 
Montana
New Hampshire† 
South Dakota
Oregon
Wyonming
Total

• Data from NAACP Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund for 
October 1 of the year shown.

• On December 23, 2024, 
President Biden com mut-
ed sen tences for 37 death 
row prisoners.

• Persons with death sentences 
in mul ti ple states are only 
includ ed once in the total.

• †New Hampshire prospective-
ly abol ished the death pen-
alty May 30, 2019.

Death Row Population By State

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/12/23/statement-from-president-joe-biden-on-federal-death-row-commutations/
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Public support for the death penalty remains at a five-
decade low (53%) and recent Gallup polling reveals that 
more than half of young U.S. adults ages 18 through 
43 now oppose the death penalty. Fewer people found 
the death penalty morally acceptable this year (55%) 
than last year (60%).

National Polling Shows Public 
Support at Five-Decade Low
According to October 2024 polling by Gallup, 
sup port for the death penal ty remains at a 
five-decade low in the United States. Overall, 
Gallup found 53% of Americans in favor of the 
death penal ty, but that num ber masks con sid-
er able dif fer ences between old er and younger 
Americans. More than half of young adults aged 
18 to 43 now oppose the death penal ty. 

Among those express ing a polit i cal affil i a tion, 
sup port for the death penal ty fell marked ly 
in all groups and in all gen er a tions, with the 
excep tion of Republicans aged six ty and older, 
where sup port for the death penal ty rose 
by 2%. Public sup port of the death penal ty 
peaked thir ty years ago, in 1994, when 80% of 
Americans said they favored the death penal ty 
for a per son con vict ed of murder.

A gen er a tional divide in Gallup’s polling results 
also shows that more than half of young U.S. 
adults — mil len ni als and Generation Z, ages 
18 through 43 — oppose the death penal ty, 

while approx i mate ly six in ten adults among 
the old er gen er a tions — Silent Generation, 
Generation X, and baby boomers — favor 
the death penal ty. 

This gen er a tional gap has been widen ing 
every year for the past 20 years, accord-
ing to Gallup. Since 2000, sup port for the 
death penal ty among mil len ni als (ages 28 
to 43) has fall en 25%. 

https://news.gallup.com/poll/653429/drop-death-penalty-support-led-younger-generations.aspx
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Support for the death penal ty among younger 
Democrats dropped even fur ther — 18% 
since 2016. Among old er Republicans, sup-
port for the death penal ty increased slight ly 
(the only group in the Gallup poll to show an 
increase in sup port) while sup port among 
younger Republicans fell slight ly, by 4%.

The trend among Independents fol lowed 
that of Democrats gen er al ly, but was not as 
marked, with sup port for the death penal ty 
among old er Independents falling by 6% 
and among younger Independents by 10%.

 Gallup’s Moral Issues Survey, admin is tered in May 
2024, not ed a drop in the num ber of Americans 
who find the death penal ty moral ly accept able: 
only 55% of Americans now believe the death 
penal ty is moral ly accept able, down 8% from 
the pre vi ous year, while 39% of respon dents 
said the death penal ty is moral ly unac cept able, 
up 15% from 2023. Moral sup port of the death 
penal ty peaked in 2006, at 76%. State Polling 
Shows Majority Support for Alternatives to the 
Death Penalty.

Gallup only began col lect ing data on Gen Z over 
the past four years, but the spread between 
Gen Z and all oth er age groups is strik ing — 58% 
of Gen Z oppose the death penal ty, com pared to 
only 38% of baby boomers and the so-called  
“Silent Generation” (which togeth er com prise 
all those 60 years and old er). Support for the 
death penal ty also fell among this old er cohort, 
but only by about 6% since 2000.

The divide between sup port ers of the two 
major polit i cal par ties shows an ero sion of sup-
port for the death penal ty among Democrats, 
Independents, and younger Republicans. 
Support for the death penal ty has remained 
sta ble among old er Republicans over the past 
25 years, but sup port for the death penal ty 
among Democrats 60 years old and old er has 
fall en 11% since 2016.
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State Polling Shows Majority 
Support for Alternatives to the 
Death Penalty
A St. Louis University and YouGov annu al poll, 
admin is tered in February 2024 of 900 like ly 
Missouri vot ers, found a major i ty (52%) of 
respon dents in favor of Missouri Governor 
Michael Parson com mut ing all death sen-
tence to life in prison with out parole.

This sup port is note wor thy in light of the 
fact that a major i ty of respon dents said 
they still gen er al ly favor the death penal-
ty (62%) in cas es of first-degree mur der. 

Respondents who iden ti fied as Republican 
expressed more sup port for the death penal ty in 
cas es of first-degree mur der com pared to those 
who iden ti fied as Democrat and Independent. 
While 86% of Republican respon dents were 
in favor, only 37% of Democrats and 58% of 
Independents expressed the same view.

A January 2024 report on the results of a 
2023 poll sim i lar ly revealed that a major-
i ty of Ohio vot ers pre fer prison sen tences 
over the death penal ty. The Tarrance Group 
report ed that 56% of respon dents favor 
replac ing the death penal ty with life impris-
on ment with out parole, and 57% iden ti fy 
life impris on ment as the pre ferred pun ish-
ment for first-degree mur der. 

Additionally, 56% of respon dents sup port 
leg is la tion for Ohio Governor Mike DeWine (R) 
to replace the death penal ty with life with out 
parole, and the same amount express con-
cern over the risk of exe cut ing an inno cent 
per son. There have been 11 inno cent peo ple 
in Ohio exon er at ed after being wrong ly con-
vict ed and sen tenced to death in the mod ern 
death penal ty era. These find ings sug gest 
crit i cal pub lic sup port for a bill intro duced by 
Ohio State Representative Jean Schmidt (R), 
Representative Adam C. Miller (D), and 13 co-
spon  sors to abol ish the death penal ty in Ohio.

https://www.slu.edu/research/research-institute/big-ideas/slu-poll/previous-poll-results/february-2024-results.php
https://www.acluohio.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/thepushfordeathpenaltyrepealinohio_2024-0117.pdf
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Significant media attention, public outcry, and support from 
unlikely allies in the cases of Marcellus “Khaliifah” Williams, 
Robert Roberson, and Richard Glossip elevated the issue of 
innocence in 2024, as the United States marked the milestone 
of 200 death row exonerations. 

Three Exonerations 
Bring Total to 200
Three men were exon er at ed from death row 
in 2024, bring ing the total num ber of exon er-
a tions since 1973 to 200. Their cas es are illus-
tra tive of pat terns seen in many oth er wrong ful 
cap i tal con vic tions: all involved offi cial mis-
con duct, two of the three 2024 exonerees are 
Black, and the three men spent an aver age of 
38.6 years awaiting exoneration.

Daniel Gwynn was exon er at ed on February 27, 
2024, after near ly 30 years on Pennsylvania’s 
death row. His 1994 con vic tion relied on a 
coerced con fes sion and mis tak en eye wit ness 
iden ti fi ca tion. Philadelphia District Attorney 
Larry Krasner’s office rein ves ti gat ed Mr. 
Gwynn’s case and found that Mr. Gwynn’s 
con fes sion con tra dict ed phys i cal evi dence in 
the case, and that the pho to line up shown to 
wit ness es was faulty.

“[T]he exon er a tion of Daniel Gwynn today 
frees a man who is like ly inno cent. Sadly, it 
also exem pli fies an era of inex act and, at 
times cor rupt, polic ing and pros e cu tion that 
has bro ken trust with our com mu ni ties to 
this day,” said DA Krasner.

  “The pub lic expects the 
right con se quences for 
those who com mit vio-
lent crimes and wants 
the inno cent to be free. 
When law enforce ment 
wrong ly arrests, pros e-
cutes, and impris ons the 
inno cent, the guilty go 
free and are embold ened 
to do more harm.”

Daniel Gwynn
Courtesy of Gretchen Engel

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/death-sentenced-philadelphia-prisoner-daniel-gwynn-exonerated-after-nearly-30-years?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
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Kerry Max Cook was tried three times for the 
mur der of Linda Jo Edwards. His orig i nal 1978 
con vic tion was reversed in 1991. His sec ond 
tri al, in 1992, end ed in a mis tri al when the jury 
could not reach a unan i mous ver dict.

 In 1994, he was again con vict ed and sen tenced 
to death, but the Texas Court of Criminal Ap-
peals found in 1996 that his due process rights 
were vio lat ed and reversed that con vic tion. 
Rather than fac ing a fourth tri al, Mr. Cook 
pled  “no con test” in 1999, received a 20-year 
sen tence, and was released on time served. 
Many pos si ble inno cence cas es end after sim-
i lar plea deals, with defen dants agree ing to 
the arrange ment that secures their free dom, 
but with out any vin di ca tion of their inno cence. 

Mr. Cook’s case took a dif fer ent turn because 
an alter nate sus pect recant ed his tes ti mo ny 
from Mr. Cook’s tri al. In 2016, the tri al court 
held a hear ing on the recan ta tion and rec om-
mend ed relief, but said the new evi dence did 
not prove Mr. Cook’s inno cence. 

On June 19, 2024, the Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals took the unusu al step of declar ing Mr. 
Cook  “actu al ly inno cent.”

The pub lic expects the right con se quences for 
those who com mit vio lent crimes and wants the 
inno cent to be free. When law enforce ment 
wrong ly arrests, pros e cutes, and impris ons the 
inno cent, the guilty go free and are embold ened 
to do more harm.
PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT ATTORNEY LARRY KRASNER

  “The State mere ly has to prove guilt beyond 
a rea son able doubt — which the State could 
nev er achieve in this case. Cook should there-
fore not have to prove his inno cence beyond all 
doubt,” stat ed the major i ty opin ion, authored 
by Judge Bert Richardson.

  “After being incar cer at ed on death row for 
almost twen ty tor tur ous years, we hold that 
Cook has met the bur den required for actu al 
inno cence and relief is hereby granted.”

Kerry Max Cook

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/texas-court-of-criminal-appeals-finds-kerry-max-cook-actually-innocent-46-years-after-his-original-conviction?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
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Larry Roberts became the 200th per son exon-
er at ed from death row when the California 
Attorney General’s Office announced it would 
not retry him, and the U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of California vacat ed his 
con vic tion and death sen tence. 

Mr. Roberts had been on death row for 41 
years. He was sen tenced to death in 1983 for 
the mur ders of fel low pris on er Charles Gardner 
and prison offi cer Albert Patch at California 
Medical Facility based large ly on the eye wit-
ness tes ti mo ny of fel low pris on ers. 

Years lat er, one of the state’s eye wit ness es 
admit ted to per jury, explain ing that he was 
threat ened by inves ti ga tors at the time of 
the inci dent, and infor ma tion regard ing the 
com pe ten cy of anoth er eye wit ness, who had 
been declared insane by three court-appoint-
ed psy chi a trists, was dis cov ered to have been 
with held from the defense.

High-Profile Innocence 
Cases Attract Unusual 
Supporters and Attention
Three death-sen tenced men and one woman 
with strong evi dence of inno cence gar nered 
sup port from unusu al sources, includ ing law 
enforce ment and elect ed offi cials, draw ing 
sig nif i cant media atten tion and pub lic sup-
port to their cas es.

Marcellus Williams was exe cut ed in Missouri 
on September 24, 2024, over the objec tion 
of the sit ting St. Louis County Prosecuting 
Attorney (PA), Wesley Bell, and the victim’s 
fam i ly. Mr. Williams, also known as Khaliifah, 
main tained his inno cence in the 1998 mur der 
of Felicia Gayle. PA Bell had filed a motion in 
January 2024 to vacate Mr. Williams’ death 
sen tence after DNA test ing exclud ed him as 
the source of DNA on the murder weapon. 

Marcellus Williams Photo cour tesy of 
Marcellus Williams’ legal team.

Larry Roberts (cen ter), with mem bers 
of his legal team

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/news/larry-roberts-becomes-the-200th-person-exonerated-from-death-row?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/missouri-supreme-court-and-governor-reject-innocence-claims-and-refuse-to-pause-execution-for-marcellus-williams?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
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In August, as an evi den tiary hear ing was about to 
begin, the PA’s office unex pect ed ly announced 
that the mur der weapon con tained the DNA 
of mem bers of the tri al pros e cu tion team, an 
indi ca tion that the evi dence had been mis-
han dled and con t a m i nat ed. 

As a con se quence, it could no longer be used 
to con clu sive ly prove Mr. Williams’ inno cence. 
After fur ther nego ti a tions, Mr. Williams agreed 
to enter a plea in exchange for a sen tence of 
life with out parole. 

But hours after Judge Bruce F. Hilton accept ed 
the plea agree ment, Attorney General Andrew 
Bailey inter vened and asked the Missouri Supreme 
Court to block the deal, argu ing that Judge 
Hilton did not have the author i ty to resen tence 
Mr. Williams.

In response, the Missouri Supreme Court 
ordered the low er court to set aside the plea 
agree ment and move for ward with the sched-
uled evi den tiary hear ing. On September 12, 
Judge Hilton denied PA Bell’s motion and 
allowed Mr. Williams’ con vic tion to stand. 

On September 23, 2024, the Missouri Supreme 
Court heard oral argu ments on the joint motion 
filed by Marcellus Williams’ legal team and PA 
Bell to over turn that deci sion, but the Missouri 
Supreme Court denied relief. Ignoring pleas from 
more than 1.5 mil lion peo ple on social media, 
Governor Mike Parson, who has nev er grant ed 
clemen cy, denied Mr. Williams’ clemency petition.

Just two weeks after Mr. Williams was exe-
cut ed, the U.S. Supreme Court heard oral 
argu ment in an unre lat ed case in which 
state offi cials also sup port ed relief for a 
death sen tenced pris on er, Richard Glossip. 

In Glossip v. Oklahoma, the Court is con sid-
er ing whether the prosecution’s deci sion to 
sup press mate r i al infor ma tion about their 
star wit ness — who admit ted to com mit-
ting the mur der — and per mit him to false ly 
tes ti fy in exchange for a plea deal vio lat ed 
due process. Oklahoma’s Attorney General 
Gentner Drummond has already answered 
this ques tion in the affir ma tive, con fess ing 
con sti tu tion al error and sup port ing a new 
tri al for Mr. Glossip. 

AG Drummond’s sup port of a new tri al for 
Mr. Glossip is unprece dent ed. Mr. Glossip has 
also received sup port from Oklahoma leg-
is la tors who sup port the death penal ty as a 
pol i cy but believe Mr. Glossip to be innocent.

Richard Glossip Photo cour tesy of Don Knight

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/united-states-supreme-court-will-consider-significance-of-prosecutors-confession-of-error-in-glossip-v-oklahoma?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
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Dramatic and unprece dent ed events occurred 
in the case of Robert Roberson in Texas, who 
was sched uled to be exe cut ed October 17. 
Mr. Roberson was con vict ed and sen tenced 
to death in 2003 for the death of his two-
year-old daugh ter, Nikki. 

Prosecutors at his tri al argued she died from  
“Shaken Baby Syndrome” (“SBS”), a med ical 
the o ry hold ing that cer tain symp toms in 
young chil dren could only have been caused by 
abuse. The the o ry has since been debunked, 
and med ical experts have now deter mined 
that Nikki died from severe viral and bac te r i al 
pneu mo nia that doc tors failed to diag nose, 
an acci den tal fall, and improp er med ica tions, 
not from abuse.

 Despite three new expert reports show ing 
that no crime ever occurred, the Texas courts 
have refused to grant Mr. Roberson relief. 

The Texas Court of Criminal Appeals denied 
Mr. Roberson’s emer gency motion for a stay 
of exe cu tion, and the Texas Board of Pardons 
and Paroles reject ed his clemen cy peti tion. 

However, a bipar ti san group of leg is la tors 
who sup port Mr. Roberson’s inno cence claims 
issued a sub poe na for Mr. Roberson to tes-
ti fy before the Texas House Committee on 
Criminal Jurisprudence on a date after his 
exe cu tion was to occur. 

The Texas Supreme Court issued a stay just 
90 min utes before Mr. Roberson’s exe cu tion 
to allow for his sub poe naed tes ti mo ny. 

Mr. Roberson, who has autism spec trum 
dis or der, was unable to par tic i pate in the 
nine-hour hear ing on his case on October 21, 
how ev er, because leg is la tors could not reach 
an agree ment with the Office of the Attorney 
General to allow for his in-per son tes ti mo-
ny. Mr. Roberson’s lawyers and leg is la tors 
object ed to hav ing Mr. Roberson tes ti fy via 
video link because of the com mu ni ca tions 
chal lenges relat ed to his dis abil i ty. 

Attorney General Ken Paxton then took the 
unprece dent ed step of pub licly releas ing 
evi dence from Mr. Roberson’s tri al, includ ing 
the orig i nal autop sy report, in a bid to  “set the 
record straight about Nikki Curtis’s death.” 

In response to AG Paxton’s claims, a bipar-
ti san group of leg is la tors released their own 
report and char ac ter ized AG Paxton’s report 
as  “mis lead ing and in large part sim ply untrue.” 

State Reps. Joe Moody, Jeff Leach, and two oth-
ers released a 16-page, point-by-point refu ta tion 
to AG Paxton’s state ment, iden ti fy ing cita tions 
and tri al exhibits to sup port their asser tions. 

Robert Roberson with his daugh ter, Nikki

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/judge-denies-request-to-vacate-oct-17th-execution-date-for-robert-roberson-who-now-awaits-clemency-decision-from-gov-abbott?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/testimony-at-texas-legislature-does-not-include-robert-roberson-but-witnesses-confirm-serious-concerns-about-the-possible-execution-of-an-innocent-man?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/testimony-at-texas-legislature-does-not-include-robert-roberson-but-witnesses-confirm-serious-concerns-about-the-possible-execution-of-an-innocent-man?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/office-attorney-general-sets-record-straight-about-nikki-curtiss-death-rebutting-jeff-leachs-and-joe#:~:text=The%20Office%20of%20the%20Attorney,-year-old%20daughter%20Nikki.
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/news/releases/office-attorney-general-sets-record-straight-about-nikki-curtiss-death-rebutting-jeff-leachs-and-joe#:~:text=The%20Office%20of%20the%20Attorney,-year-old%20daughter%20Nikki.
https://static.texastribune.org/media/files/a142510564e03b916d77bef52bc651c4/Roberson%20Rebuttal.pdf
https://static.texastribune.org/media/files/a142510564e03b916d77bef52bc651c4/Roberson%20Rebuttal.pdf
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 “We know that the laws our leg is la ture cre at-
ed to cor rect those prob lems haven’t worked 
as intend ed for Robert and peo ple like him. 
That’s why we’re here and why we won’t 
quit,” they said.

The exe cu tion war rant for Mr. Roberson has 
now expired, and Texas offi cials have not yet 
announced whether or when they will issue 
anoth er war rant. But the Texas Supreme Court 
issued a deci sion on November 15, indi cat ing 
that the Texas Legislature had over stepped its 
author i ty when it sub poe naed Mr. Roberson, 
and that a new exe cu tion date could be set.

In a deci sion released pub licly on November 14, 
Judge Arturo Nelson of Cameron County, Texas 
declared that Melissa Lucio is  “actu al ly inno cent; 
she did not kill her [two-year-old] daugh ter.” Ms. 
Lucio has been on Texas’ death row since 
2008 for the death of her daugh ter, Mariah. 

Prosecutors claimed that Mariah’s injuries 
were caused by abuse, but Ms. Lucio has 
main tained her inno cence and says Mariah 
was injured in an acci den tal fall down the stairs. 

Medical evi dence and expert tes ti mo ny cor-
rob o rates Ms. Lucio’s sto ry. A 2022 clemen cy 
cam paign gar nered sup port from a bipar ti san 
group of near ly 90 Texas leg is la tors, anti-domes-
tic vio lence advo cates (Ms. Lucio is a sur vivor 
of domes tic vio lence), and medical experts.

Earlier this year, Judge Nelson had signed an 
Agreed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law sub mit ted by the pros e cu tion and defense 
stat ing that Ms. Lucio was not giv en access 
to favor able infor ma tion in the prosecution’s 
pos ses sion at the time of tri al. Such an agree-
ment between the pros e cu tion and defense 
is high ly unusu al. Upon receipt of that agree-
ment, the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals 
(TCCA) returned the case to Judge Nelson 
request ing rec om men da tions on argu ments 
regard ing three out stand ing claims — actu al 
inno cence, false tes ti mo ny pre sent ed by the 
state, and new sci en tifi c evi dence — which 
Judge Nelson addressed in his recent deci sion 
when he found that Ms. Lucio was wrong ful ly 
con vict ed. The case now returns to the TCCA 
for a final resolution.

Melissa Lucio

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/trial-judge-declares-melissa-lucio-to-be-actually-innocent-recommends-texas-cca-overturn-conviction-and-death-sentence?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/bipartisan-majority-of-texas-house-of-representatives-calls-for-clemency-for-melissa-lucio-facing-execution-for-likely-accidental-death-of-disabled-daughter?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/trial-judge-signs-agreed-findings-of-fact-and-conclusions-of-law-recommending-melissa-lucios-conviction-and-death-sentence-be-overturned?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
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Clemency
On December 23, President Joe Biden commut-
ed the death sen tences of 37 men on the fed-
er al death row. The deci sion was in response 
to calls from civ il rights groups, reli gious and 
faith lead ers, and many advo cates who had 
urged the President to make good on his 
2020 cam paign promise to work to abol ish 
the fed er al death penal ty by com mut ing 
all fed er al death sen tences to life with out 
the pos si bil i ty of parole. Only three men, 
con vict ed of mul ti ple killings, now remain 
on fed er al death row: Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, 
Dylann Roof, and Robert Bowers. 

Although Attorney General Merrick Garland 
imme di ate ly placed a mora to ri um on fed-
er al exe cu tions upon tak ing office in 2021, 
the Department of Justice has con tin ued to 
aggres sive ly defend exist ing fed er al death 
sen tences despite long stand ing, sys temic 
con cerns about racial dis crim i na tion and 
unfair ness. President-elect Donald Trump 
has expressed enthu si asm for the death 
penal ty and over saw 13 fed er al exe cu tions in 
the final six months of his first term. He has 
pledged to expand use of the death penal ty 
when he becomes President again in 2025. 

On December 31, Governor Roy Cooper com-
mut ed the death sen tences of 15 men on 
North Carolina’s death row to life with out 
the pos si bil i ty of parole. Governor Cooper 
iden ti fied a num ber of fac tors that led to his 
deci sion, includ ing racial bias and the use of 
the death penal ty in cas es of severe men tal 
ill ness, intel lec tu al dis abil i ty, or young peo-
ple whose brains have not ful ly devel oped. 

Many of those com mut ed were sen tenced 
to death more than 25 years ago, before key 
reforms that dras ti cal ly reduced the num ber 
of death sen tences in North Carolina. Prior 
to Gov. Cooper’s action, just five peo ple in 
North Carolina have had their death sen-
tences com mut ed to life sen tences since 
1976. No North Carolina gov er nor had com-
mut ed more than two death sen tences, and 
every pre vi ous com mu ta tion came on the 
eve of a scheduled execution.

The deci sions by President Biden and Governor 
Cooper to grant clemen cies at the end of 
their terms are in keep ing with the find-
ings of DPI’s report, Lethal Election, which 
showed that the major i ty of clemen cy grants 
were made by exec u tives who did not face 
reelec tion. As explained in that report,  “One 
expla na tion for this data is the con cern of 
some exec u tives that vot ers will neg a tive ly 
react if they grant clemen cy. This belief has 
no known empir i cal basis, and recent data 
indi cate that vot ers gen er al ly favor the use 
of exec u tive clemen cy pow er for a vari ety 
of reasons.”

In October, attor neys for South Carolina 
pris on er Richard Moore sought to remove 
Governor Henry McMaster from the clemen-
cy process, argu ing that he could not con sid-
er Mr. Moore’s clemen cy peti tion neu tral ly 
because of his pri or role as Attorney General 
and ear li er com ments indi cat ing he had  
“no inten tion” of grant i ng clemen cy to Mr. 
Moore. A fed er al court reject ed that peti tion, 
say ing that the gov er nor had sole pow er to 
grant clemency.

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/23/us/politics/biden-commutes-37-death-sentences.html 
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/12/23/us/politics/biden-commutes-37-death-sentences.html 
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/research/analysis/reports/special-reports/fools-gold-federal-racial-justice-report
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/research/analysis/reports/special-reports/fools-gold-federal-racial-justice-report
https://governor.nc.gov/news/press-releases/2024/12/31/governor-cooper-takes-capital-clemency-actions
https://governor.nc.gov/news/press-releases/2024/12/31/governor-cooper-takes-capital-clemency-actions
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/research/analysis/reports/year-end-reports/the-death-penalty-in-2024/innocence?token=QpvM79-mGr8p4Ph5zcm93lXgH2GBtbpy&x-craft-preview=eeb1b333a91ecb1bacbac7625bd03f0721bbab36aa8afe497d57820c325bb9a5cxhmranvgj
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/federal-court-dismisses-claims-of-bias-and-rules-south-carolina-governor-has-sole-authority-in-richard-moores-clemency-case
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In 2024, death penalty-related legislation was enacted in at least 
six states to limit use of the death penalty, alter execution methods 
and protocols, modify procedures, and increase secrecy. 

Death penalty abolition efforts continued in more than a dozen 
states, and 2024 also saw failed efforts to reintroduce the death 
penalty in eight states.

In 2024, death penal  ty-relat ed leg is la tion was 
enact ed in at least six states (California, Delaware, 
Louisiana, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Utah) 
to lim it use of the death penal ty, alter exe cu tion 
meth ods and pro to cols, mod i fy pro ce dures, and 
increase secre cy. 

Death penal ty abo li tion efforts con tin ued in 
more than a dozen states, and 2024 also saw 
failed efforts to rein tro duce the death penal ty 
in eight states where it is cur rent ly ille gal. 

Only one effort to expand the use of the death 
penal ty to non-homi  cide crimes was successful.

Legislation to Formally Abolish the 
Death Penalty
On September 26, 2024, Delaware Governor 
John Carney (D) signed HB 70 into law, for-
mal ly amend ing Title 11 of the state’s code to 
remove the death penal ty and replace it with 
life with out parole as the most severe pun ish-
ment for first-degree mur der. 

Delaware’s Supreme Court found the state’s 
death penal ty statute uncon sti tu tion al 
in 2016, inval i dat ing it for future use and 
effec tive ly abol ish ing cap i tal pun ish ment 
in the state. 

Delaware is not the only state to leg isla-
tive ly repeal the death penal ty years after 
abol ish ing it legal ly. 

Last year, Washington enact ed SB 5087, 
amend ing its con sti tu tion to align with 
the state supreme court’s rul ing in State 
v. Gregory (2018), which declared its death 
penal ty statute uncon sti tu tion al because 
it was applied in an arbi trary and racial ly 
discriminatory manner.

Since 2022, death penal ty abo li tion bills 
have been intro duced in at least 17 oth er 
states and at the fed er al lev el. Of note are 
two pend ing abo li tion bills in Ohio, SB 101 
and HB 259, which have bipar ti san sup port. 

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/delaware-officially-removes-death-penalty-from-state-statutes-eight-years-after-state-supreme-court-finds-it-unconstitutional?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=129979
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5087&Year=2023&Initiative=false
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/sb101
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb259
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Ohio’s two-year leg isla tive ses sion will end 
on December 31, 2024. Earlier this year, the 
Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee held its 
third hear ing this fall to dis cuss SB 101, and 
HB 259 had two hear ings in House Finance 
Committee in 2023. Bill spon sor Republican 
Senator Steven Huffman said,  “Now is the 
time to abol ish the death penal ty in Ohio as a 
major i ty of Americans favor life with out parole 
options rather than capital punishment.”

Legislation to Limit Use of 
the Death Penalty
The United States Supreme Court’s deci sion 
in Atkins v. Virginia (2002) declared peo ple 
with intel lec tu al dis abil i ties inel i gi ble for the 
death penal ty. But the laws and pro ce dures of 
many states make it pos si ble for exe cu tions of 
mem bers of this vul ner a ble group to con tin-
ue. California is the lat est state to cod i fy the 
Atkins deci sion, with the pas sage of SB 1001 
on September 28, 2024, mak ing those with 
intel lec tu al dis abil i ty statu to ri ly inel i gi ble for 
the death penal ty. 

California State Capitol Photo by Tony Webster

In pass ing the bill, the leg is la ture made 
clear that California  “does not wish to risk 
the exe cu tion of a per son with an intel lec-
tu al dis abil i ty.” 

In the last two years, how ev er, sim i lar bills 
in Texas and Georgia to pro tect peo ple with 
intel lec tu al dis abil i ty have failed. 

In 2023, HB 381 in Texas sought to mod i fy 
the pro ce dure for deter min ing intel lec tu-
al dis abil i ty in cap i tal cas es and align the 
state’s def i n i tion with clin i cal stan dards. 

It passed the Texas House but failed in the 
Senate. In 2022, HB 1426 sought to mod-
i fy Georgia’s much crit i cized and unique 
stan dard of proof from  “beyond a rea son-
able doubt” to a  “pre pon der ance of the 
evi dence,” in line with most oth er states’ 
stan dards. The bill failed to even receive 
a single vote.

The men tal com pe ten cy of indi vid u als fac ing 
a death sen tence also con tin ues to be a focus 
for state leg is la tors. 

Despite long stand ing con cerns from nation-
al men tal health orga ni za tions, the Supreme 
Court has not pro hib it ed the death penal ty for 
peo ple with severe men tal ill ness. Only two 
states, Kentucky and Ohio, have laws lim it ing 
death penal ty eli gi bil i ty for peo ple with this 
con di tion. Over the past two years, sim i lar 
bills have been intro duced but have failed 
to pass in Arkansas, Florida, South Dakota, 
Tennessee, and Texas. 

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/research/analysis/reports/year-end-reports/the-death-penalty-in-2024/deathpenaltyinfo.org/facts-and-research/dpic-reports/dpic-year-end-reports/the-death-penalty-in-2024-year-end-report/executions
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB1001
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/88R/billtext/html/HB00381E.htm
https://legiscan.com/GA/text/HB1426/id/2526031
https://www.apa.org/monitor/jan07/associations
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In 2023, Florida made sex u al bat tery of a child 
under the age of 12 a death-eli gi ble offense (see 
HB 1297). Its enact ment sparked the intro duc-
tion of sim i lar leg is la tion seek ing to make cer-
tain non-homi  cide, sex-relat ed crimes involv ing 
chil dren death-eli gi ble offens es in at least six 
states (Idaho, Missouri, Pennsylvania, South 
Carolina, South Dakota, and Tennessee) and 
the fed er al gov ern ment. In 2024, only one of 
these bills passed.

Signed by Tennessee Governor Bill Lee (R) on May 
9, 2024, SB 1834 makes rape of a child, aggra vat-
ed rape of a child, or espe cial ly aggra vat ed rape 
of a child death-eli gi ble offens es. Tennessee and 
Florida are now the only states that per mit the 
death penal ty for non-lethal crimes in vio la tion 
of U.S. Supreme Court prece dent estab lished in 
Kennedy v. Louisiana (2008) and inter na tion al 
law’s  “most seri ous offense” standard.

The remain ing bills per mit ting the death penal ty 
for non-homi  cide crimes intro duced in Idaho, 
South Carolina, South Dakota, and the fed er-
al gov ern ment all failed. HB 405 and HB 515 
in Idaho sought to make lewd con duct with a 
minor under 12 years of age a cap i tal offense. 

HB 109 in New Mexico sought to make aggra-
vat ed crim i nal sex u al pen e tra tion and crim i nal 
sex u al pen e tra tion of a child cap i tal offens es, 
as well as human sex u al traf fick ing of minors 
a cap i tal offense. H4669 in South Carolina 
sought to per mit the death penal ty for those 
con vict ed of crim i nal sex u al con duct with a 
minor under 11 years of age.

A few states have moved recent ly, albeit 
unsuc cess ful ly, to change death penal ty eli-
gi bil i ty for per sons who did not direct ly cause 
the death of a vic tim. 

Introduced in 2024, Arizona’s SB 1422 sought 
to repeal the state’s felony mur der rule and 
allow any one con vict ed under the exist ing 
felony mur der law to be resen tenced. The bill 
failed to pass, as have sim i lar efforts in oth er 
states, includ ing a recent attempt in Texas.

 In 2023, Texas HB 1736 unsuc cess ful ly sought 
to modify Texas’  “law of par ties” statute to lim-
it the death penal ty only to instances where 
the defen dant is a  “major par tic i pant” in the 
cap i tal mur der and behaved with  “reck less 
indif fer ence to human life.”

Legislation to Reinstate or Expand 
Use of the Death Penalty 
In 2024, death penal ty rein state ment bills 
were intro duced in at least eight states 
(Hawaii, Illinois, Iowa, Maryland, New Jersey, 
New Mexico, Virginia, and West Virginia) but 
large ly failed to receive sub stan tial sup port or 
action, con sis tent with trends in recent years. 

At the same time, leg is la tion seek ing to 
expand the use of the death penal ty to 
cer tain non-homi  cide, sex-relat ed crimes 
expe ri enced greater inter est; one bill was 
enact ed this year, in Tennessee.

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/1297/BillText/er/PDF
https://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1834&ga=113
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2024/legislation/H0405.pdf
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2024/legislation/H0515.pdf
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/24%20Regular/bills/house/HB0109.html
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/query.php?search=DOC&searchtext=capital%20punishment&category=LEGISLATION&session=125&conid=37975425&result_pos=0&keyval=1254669&numrows=10
https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/56leg/2R/bills/SB1422P.htm
https://legiscan.com/TX/text/HB1736/id/2786639
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H1192 in South Dakota would have made the rape of 
a child 12 years of age and under a cap i tal offense. 
Federal bill HR 7955 sought to make pos ses sion of 
child pornog ra phy a cap i tal offense and HR 7957 
sought to make a num ber of crimes involv ing chil-
dren cap i tal offens es, includ ing traf fick ing, exploita-
tion, and sex u al abuse. Also intro duced in 2024, 
Kentucky’s HB 198, which sought to include var i ous 
sex-relat ed abuse of a victim’s corpse as aggra vat-
ing fac tors, failed to pass.

Legislation to Modify 
Execution Protocols
Bills allow ing suf fo ca tion by nitro gen gas as an 
exe cu tion method were intro duced in at least five 
states (Alabama, Kansas, Louisiana, Nebraska, and 
Ohio) this year.

All but LB970 in Nebraska were intro duced fol low ing 
Alabama’s unprece dent ed use of nitro gen gas in 
January to exe cute Kenneth Smith. Following Mr. 
Smith’s exe cu tion, Alabama’s HB 248 was intro duced, 
seek ing to remove  “nitro gen hypox ia” as an exe cu-
tion method, but that bill did not stop Alabama’s 
two sub se quent exe cu tions using nitrogen gas.

There are duel ing bills pend ing in Ohio’s Government 
Oversight Committee regard ing the use of nitro gen 
gas. HB 392 seeks to add suf fo ca tion by nitro gen 
gas as a method of exe cu tion, and although pris-
on ers would be asked to choose their pre ferred 
method, nitro gen gas would be used if lethal injec-
tion was unavail able. HB 589, which would pro hib it 
the use of nitro gen gas as an exe cu tion method, 
was intro duced in response.

Ohio State House

https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/Documents/264465.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7955/text?s=1&r=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7957
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/recorddocuments/bill/24RS/hb198/orig_bill.pdf
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/108/PDF/Intro/LB970.pdf
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/research/analysis/reports/year-end-reports/the-death-penalty-in-2024/deathpenaltyinfo.org/facts-and-research/dpic-reports/dpic-year-end-reports/the-death-penalty-in-2024-year-end-report/executions
https://alison.legislature.state.al.us/files/pdf/SearchableInstruments/2024RS/HB248-int.pdf
https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/api/v2/general_assembly_135/legislation/hb392/00_IN/pdf/
https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/api/v2/general_assembly_135/legislation/hb589/00_IN/pdf/
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In a spe cial ses sion this year, Louisiana passed 
HB 6, which added both nitro gen hypox ia 
and elec tro cu tion as alter na tive exe cu tion 
meth ods to the exist ing method of lethal 
injec tion. Governor Jeff Landry signed HB 
6 on March 5, 2024. Before the law went 
into effect on July 1, 2024, a sec ond bill, SB 
430, sought to remove nitro gen hypox ia as 
an autho rized method of exe cu tion. 

This effort was sup port ed by a coali tion 
of Jewish activists, who said,  “The use of 
poi son gas for state-sanc  tioned exe cu tion 
unmis tak ably and imme di ate ly evokes for 
mil lions of American Jews hor rif ic mem o ries 
of the deprav i ties our ances tors suf fered 
at the hands of Nazi Germany, where lethal 
gas was used to mass mur der our peo ple.” 

On April 22, 2024, SB 430 passed in the 
Senate with a vote of 22 to 16 but failed to 
pass out of com mit tee in the House.

In Kansas, SB 534 would have added nitro gen 
hypox ia to the state’s exe cu tion options but 
the bill died in com mit tee when the ses sion 
closed on April 30, 2024.

Legislation to Criminalize Victim 
Family Contact 
Louisiana’s HB 734, signed into law on March 
22, 2024, with an effec tive date of August 1, 
2024, now pro hibits death-sen  tenced pris on-
ers and their fam i ly, friends, and legal rep re-
sen ta tives, or any one pur port ing to represent 
the  “inter ests” of the pris on er, from direct ly 
con tact ing any victim’s fam i ly mem ber in 
con nec tion with clemen cy pro ceed ings.

 All con tact now must be arranged through 
a victim’s ser vice coor di na tor appoint ed 
by the state, and any one who vio lates this 
pro vi sion may be  “fined not more than five 
thou sand dol lars, [and] impris oned for not 
more than three years, with or with out hard 
labor, or both.” This leg is la tion appears to be 
a response to the coor di nat ed mass clemen-
cy cam paign that Governor Landry bit ter-
ly opposed dur ing 2023 when he was still 
Louisiana’s Attorney General.

Jeff Landry Photo by Gage Skidmore

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1350184
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1365874
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1365874
https://kslegislature.gov/li/b2023_24/measures/documents/sb534_00_0000.pdf
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1379478
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Legislation to Increase 
Execution Secrecy 
LB 980 in Nebraska attempt ed unsuc cess ful ly 
to add two leg isla tive offi cials as exe cu tion wit-
ness es. Louisiana’s HB 6 (see above) also made 
records per tain ing to exe cu tions con fi den tial, 
adding to exist ing lay ers of secre cy sur round-
ing Louisiana’s exe cu tions. Months before its 
first exe cu tion in 14 years, Utah enact ed SB 
109 on February 16, 2024, pro hibit ing the dis-
clo sure of exe cu  tion-relat ed infor ma tion and 
records, specif i cal ly the iden ti ties of those 
involved in exe cu tions, includ ing cor rec tions 
staff, and drug and medical suppliers.  

https://nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/108/PDF/Intro/LB980.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/~2024/bills/static/SB0109.html
https://le.utah.gov/~2024/bills/static/SB0109.html
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The number of new death sentences in 2024 increased 
from 2023, and the number of people on death row 
continued its decades-long decline.

2024 is the tenth con sec u tive year with few-
er than 50 peo ple sen tenced to death, fur ther 
evi dence of juries’ reluc tance to impose death 
sen tences. As of December 16, there were 26 
new death sen tences in 2024, imposed in ten 
states. Florida imposed the most new death sen-
tences with sev en. Texas imposed six, Alabama 
imposed four, California imposed three. Arizona, 
Idaho, Mississippi, Nevada, Ohio, and Tennessee 
each had one new death sentence.

In six out of sev en new death sen tences in 
Florida, the jury did not reach unan i mous 
ver dicts; in the sev enth case, the defen dant 
waived his right to a jury and a judge imposed 
the death sen tence. Non-unan i  mous Florida 
juries began return ing death sen tences in 
2023 after new leg is la tion was adopt ed at the 
request of Governor Ron DeSantis. 

Florida now has the nation’s low est thresh-
old for death sen tences – only eight out of 
12 jurors must agree to impose death. The 
Florida Supreme Court heard oral argu ments 
on December 12 in two cas es rais ing chal-
lenges to the non-unan i  mous death sen tence 
sen tenc ing scheme. 

About one-third of new death sen tences 
this year were imposed by non-unan i  mous 
juries: six in Florida and three in Alabama. 
At least ten votes are required for Alabama 
juries to rec om mend a death sen tence, while 
every oth er state requires una nim i ty. In 2023, 
non-unan i  mous sen tences account ed for 
three new death sen tences (one in Florida, 
two in Alabama) but this year account ed 
for nine (six in Florida, three in Alabama). 
Observers accu rate ly pre dict ed that when 
Florida changed its law there would be an 
increase in death sentences. 
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The major i ty of those sen tenced to death this 
year were iden ti fied as white (12 defen dants, 
46%), fol lowed by Black (ten defen dants, 38%), 
two Latino defen dants (8%), and one Asian and 
one Native American defen dant (4% each). In 
total, 54% (14) of the defen dants sen tenced 
to death this year were peo ple of col or. 

All iden ti fied as men. Almost a third of the 
defen dants sen tenced in 2024 (eight, 31%) 
are considered  “emerg ing adults,”1  with two 
of them 19 years old at the time of the crime 
(one in Alabama and one in California). 

Marco Antonio Perez, born in 1999, is now 
the youngest per son on Alabama’s death 
row, at 25. He was sen tenced to death in 
March after a non-unan i  mous 11 – 1 jury 
rec om men da tion. 

In January, the Department of Justice 
announced its first fed er al cap i tal pros e-
cu tion dur ing President Biden’s admin is tra-
tion for Payton Gendron, who has already 
pled guilty and been sen tenced to mul ti ple 
life sen tences in state court for the racial-
ly moti vat ed killing of ten Black peo ple in 
New York when he was 18 years old.
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There were 46 vic tims in 
adju di cat ed cap i tal cas es 
that result ed in death sen-
tences. Twenty-eight of the 
vic tims were female (61%) 
and 17 were male (39%).

One of the vic tims is a fetal 
vic tim; Alabama’s penal 
code allows for a death sen-
tence for a crime that results 
in the death of  “an unborn.”

At least five of the crimes 
involved vic tims who were 
minors (19% of crimes). 
Among the vic tims, 25 per-
sons (54%) were white, fol-
lowed by ten Latino/ a (22%), 
six Black vic tims (15%), and 
five Asian vic tims (12%). At 
least five out of 26 adju di cat-
ed crimes involved a fam i ly 
mem ber or inti mate part ner 
or a mur der of a law enforce-
ment offi cer (19% each).

FOOTNOTES

Experts define  “emerg ing adult hood” 
as a devel op men tal peri od of time for 
indi vid u als into their twen ties. See 
American Psychological Association 
Dictionary of Psychology,  “Emerging 
Adulthood,” https:// dic tio nary .apa 
.org/ e m e r g i n g - a d u l thood (accessed 
December 6, 2024).

https:// dic tio nary .apa .org/ e m e r g i n g - a d u l thood 
https:// dic tio nary .apa .org/ e m e r g i n g - a d u l thood 
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The United States Supreme Court has largely abandoned 
the critical role it has historically played in regulating and 
limiting use of the death penalty.

The Court now con sis tent ly lim its oppor-
tu ni ties for pris on ers to access the courts; 
crit i cizes appeals as  “ser i al relit i ga tion of 
final con vic tions”; and instructs courts to  
“police care ful ly against attempts to use 
[stays of exe cu tion] as tools to inter pose 
unjus ti fied delay,” warn ing that “[l]ast-minute 
stays should be the extreme excep tion, not 
the norm.” 

Unsurprisingly, the Court’s new approach 
has result ed in an over all decline in death 
penal ty cert grants and opin ions. In 2024, 
the Court issued just one opin ion in a death 
penal ty case on its reg u lar dock et. Other than 
in 2021, when COVID-19 may have influ enced 
the Court’s dock et, this year’s sin gle opin ion 
rep re sents a six-year low. 

In six of the last sev en years, the Court has 
issued as many or more  “shad ow dock et” 
opin ions — decid ed with out oral argu ment 
and in some instances, without explanation.

In 2024, death-sen  tenced pris on ers asked 
the Court to review con sti tu tion al claims in 
their cas es or grant a stay of exe cu tion 148 
times. The Court agreed just three times, 
twice in the same case. 

On only two occa sions did state actors ask 
the Court to hear an appeal — and the Court 
said yes both times. This year’s sta tis tics are 
sim i lar to 2023, when the Court grant ed only 
four of 158 pris on er requests (2.5%), and two 
of five state requests (40%). 

These num bers also illus trate the fact that most 
pris on ers lose their appeals in state courts. 
Since the begin ning of the 2018 term, the Court 
has grant ed just five of 155 pris on er requests 
for a stay of exe cu tion (3%) but grant ed 20 of 
22 (91%) state requests to vacate a stay and 
allow the exe cu tion to proceed.

The Court’s recent direc tives also reveal 
a pre oc cu pa tion with obtaining  “final i ty” 
in cap i tal cas es and a gen er al dis trust of 
defense lawyers and their clients when they 
chal lenge exe cu tion war rants. 

Paired with its shrink ing cap i tal dock et, the 
Court’s new lim its on fed er al review dis play 
a strong def er ence to state actors and a 
retreat from the Court’s tra di tion al role as 
the  “last resort” for those sen tenced to death.

https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/596/20-1009/#tab-opinion-4585515
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/587/17-8151/#tab-opinion-4074719
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Overturning Relief in 
Ineffective Counsel Cases
The Court took action in two cas es that involved claims of 
inef fec tive assis tance of coun sel, both times at the request 
of state actors, and both times over turned grants of relief. 

In Thornell v. Jones, Danny Lee Jones, who was sen tenced 
to death in Arizona in 1993, alleged inef fec tive assis tance 
of coun sel because his attor ney failed to present crit i cal 
mit i gat ing evi dence, secure a defense men tal health 
expert, or pur sue rec om mend ed neu ro log i cal test ing of 
his client. 

This meant the jury nev er learned that Mr. Jones had 
received treat ment for mood dis or ders, had attempt ed 
sui cide, spent time in a men tal insti tu tion, and suf fered 
mul ti ple neurochemical deficiencies. 

On May 30, the Supreme Court reversed a grant of relief 
for Mr. Jones at the Ninth Circuit and issued a 6 – 3 opin ion 
in favor of Arizona, hold ing that Mr. Jones did not receive 
inef fec tive assis tance of coun sel. 

In a nar row fact-spe  cifi c rul-
ing, Justice Samuel Alito wrote 
for the major i ty that the Ninth 
Circuit  “down played the seri ous 
aggra vat ing fac tors present here 
and over stat ed the strength of 
mit i gat ing evi dence that dif-
fered very lit tle from the evi-
dence pre sent ed at sentencing.”

Joined by Justice Elena Kagan, 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor dis sent-
ed. She wrote that the  “record in 
this case is com plex, con test ed, 
and thou sands of pages long,” 
and it  “is not the Court’s usu al 
prac tice to adju di cate either legal 
or pred i cate fac tu al ques tions in 
the first instance.” 
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Justice Sonia Sotomayor

Justice Sotomayor said she would have vacat-
ed the rul ing below and allowed the Ninth 
Circuit to recon sid er the case. Justice Ketanji 
Brown Jackson also dis sent ed, agree ing that 
the Supreme Court is  “not the right tri bunal to 
parse the exten sive fac tu al record in this case.” 

She also wrote that the majority’s argument  
“rings hol low” because its  “real cri tique does 
not appear to relate to the…methodology.” A few 
weeks after releas ing its opin ion in Thornell, the 
Court grant ed Alabama’s request for cer tio rari 
in Alabama v. Williams, a case with a long and 
com pli cat ed pro ce dur al his to ry.

Mr. Williams had argued that his attor ney 
was inef fec tive for fail ing to inves ti gate ade-
quate ly and present evi dence of sex u al abuse 
and trau ma he suf fered as a child. After sev-
er al years of pro ceed ings, a fed er al dis trict 
court judge held an evi den tiary hear ing and 
con clud ed that Mr. Williams had been prej-
u diced by his attorney’s fail ures. 

A divid ed pan el from the Eleventh Circuit 
affirmed the grant of habeas relief, with the 
dis sent argu ing that the evi dence would 
have result ed in the admis sion of addi tion al 
aggra vat ing evi dence in sup port of the death 
sen tence. Alabama appealed.

The cert peti tion had been close ly watched 
and found sup port from eigh teen state attor-
neys gen er al who filed an ami cus curi ae brief 
in sup port of Alabama. One ques tion in the 
case was whether the fed er al court could grant 
relief despite the state courts’ denials of relief. 

The Eleventh Circuit had held that no def-
er ence was required because the court of 
appeals’ deci sion affirm ing the denial was 
on juris dic tion al grounds, not  “on the mer-
its.” Amici argued that allow ing the Eleventh 
Circuit’s grant of relief to stand would  “broad-
en the scope of the fed er al habeas statute 
by refus ing def er ence to a state appel late 
court’s pro ce dur al affir mance of a tri al court’s 
merits opinion.” 

Without issu ing an opin ion, the Court sum-
mar i ly vacat ed the Eleventh Circuit’s judg-
ment for Mr. Williams and remand ed the 
case for fur ther con sid er a tion in light of its 
deci sion in Thornell, which had also involved 
ques tions about the effect of the aggra vat-
ing and mit i gat ing evi dence.

But the ulti mate out come of the case may 
also have impor tant impli ca tions for the scope 
and effect of fed er al habeas judg ments, which 
Alabama and ami ci argue improp er ly over ride 
state court crim i  nal-law deter mi na tions and 
under mine state sovereignty.

https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/23/23-682/298741/20240125125401788_23-682%20Alabama%20v.%20Williams%20-%20Amicus%20Brief%20of%20Virginia%20and%2017%20Other%20States.pdf
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The ami cus brief that attract ed 18 state 
attor neys gen er al in Williams is not an out-
lier. Since the begin ning of 2022, the Court 
has decid ed 14 cap i tal cas es, and eight of 
those cas es (57%) attract ed the inter est 
of a coor di nat ed group of state attor neys 
gen er al — includ ing all three cap i tal cas es 
decid ed this year. 

These briefs uni form ly crit i cize fed er al 
court review of state court death penal ty 
deci sions and argue for increased recog-
ni tion of state sov er eign ty and auton o my.

The briefs repeat ed ly char ac ter ize fed er al 
court rul ings in favor of death-sen  tenced pris-
on ers as ide o log i cal deci sions that inap pro pri-
ate ly disturb the  “final i ty” of state judg ments.

Multistate Amicus Briefs Criticize Federal Habeas Authority

 In Thornell, 21 state attor neys gen er al, led by 
South Dakota, argued that  “fed er al habeas 
cor pus courts are not per mit ted to sim ply 
sec ond-guess and usurp state sen tenc ing 
judg ments and force states to relit i gate sen-
tences in perpetuity.”
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Published Dissents Confirm 
Court’s Sharp Ideological Divide
This year again saw sev er al jus tices rou tine ly 
dis sent from the Court’s denials of cer tio rari 
review. The dis sent ing jus tices focused on 
seri ous alle ga tions of offi cial mis con duct 
and expressed frus tra tion with the Court’s 
fail ure to enforce key precedents.

At Warren King’s tri al in Georgia, the pros e-
cu tor struck 87.5% of Black poten tial jurors 
but only 8.8% of white poten tial jurors. When 
asked to explain one of the strikes, the 
pros e cu tor responded that  “this lady is a 
black female” — a straight for ward vio la tion 
of Batson v. Kentucky (1986) and its prog-
e ny, which bar pros e cu tors from strik ing 
jurors based on race or gen der.

The tri al judge found that the strike was 
racial ly moti vat ed and placed the woman 
back on the jury. The prosecutor then  “erupt-
ed into a rant against Batson,” lead ing the 
tri al judge to admon ish him. 

Despite this evi dence of motive and intent, 
the Georgia Supreme Court found that 
the prosecutor’s oth er strikes exclud-
ing Black peo ple were not racial ly moti-
vat ed, the Eleventh Circuit affirmed, and 
the Supreme Court denied cert.Justices 
Jackson and Sotomayor dis sent ed, writ-
ing that the Supreme Court should have 
grant ed cer tio rari and sum mar i ly reversed 
under Batson. 

Justice Jackson argued that the Georgia Supreme 
Court had  “ignored high ly salient facts about the 
prosecutor’s admit ted ly dis crim i na to ry strike 
behav ior and antipa thy toward the legal stan-
dards that address such con duct.”

Importantly to Justice Jackson, this was not 
an iso lat ed inci dent: the Eleventh Circuit’s 
fail ure to recognize error  “reflects a neglect-
ful response to the appar ent trend of dis-
turbing ly lax Batson enforce ment on the part 
of Georgia’s high court.” 

Warren King
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Justice Jackson cit ed four times to Flowers v. 
Mississippi (2019), in which the Court ruled in 
favor of death-sen  tenced pris on er Curtis Flowers 
based on an egre gious his to ry of Batson vio-
la tions, to empha size what she viewed as the 
Court’s incon sis tent treat ment of these claims.

When the Court declined to review Dillion Compton’s 
jury race dis crim i na tion claims in April, Justices 
Sotomayor and Jackson dis sent ed again. 

Texas pros e cu tors used thir teen of their fif teen 
peremp to ry strikes to remove female prospec tive 
jurors at Mr. Compton’s tri al, and their only expla na-
tion was the women’s views on the death penal ty. 

Justice Sotomayor wrote that the Court should 
have sum mar i ly reversed, because the low er court’s 
rea son ing had clear ly disregarded precedent.

Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson

In Kurt Michaels’ case, the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals held that his con fes sion 
was ille gal ly obtained and wrong ly used 
against him at tri al. 

However, the court also held that the error 
was harm less and denied Mr. Michaels 
relief. Justice Jackson dis sent ed from 
the Supreme Court’s refusal to hear Mr. 
Michael’s appeal, argu ing that the Ninth 
Circuit was  “inat ten tive to the unique ly 
prej u di cial nature of con fes sion evi dence.” 

The jury delib er at ed for over three days 
before return ing a ver dict of death — an 
indi ca tion that the jury was strug gling 
with its sen tenc ing deci sion and that his 
con fes sion may have tipped the scales. 

The  “Fifth Amendment pro tects every one, 
guilty and inno cent alike,” Justice Jackson 
argued, and  “courts must be care ful to 
safe guard the rights that our Constitution 
pro tects, even when (and per haps espe-
cial ly when) eval u at ing errors made in 
cas es stem ming from a terrible crime.
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A Lack of Reliable 
Legal Pathways 
for Innocents
Public aware ness about the 
real i ty that inno cent peo ple 
are sen tenced to death has 
grown steadi ly in recent years. 

This year, sev er al high-pro  file 
cas es of inno cence attract ed 
unusu al atten tion and sup-
port ers, along with intense 
media cov er age. Although 
the Supreme Court has long 
main tained that actual inno-
cence is not enough on its 
own to obtain relief from a 
death sen tence, the Court’s 
refusal to inter vene in sev er-
al promi nent cas es this year 
was still noteworthy.

On September 24, Missouri 
exe cut ed Marcellus Williams 
despite a nation al cam paign 
for clemen cy that attract ed 
more than 1.5 mil lion sup-
port ers on social media. Mr. 
Williams was con vict ed and 
sen tenced to death despite 
a com plete absence of phys-
i cal evi dence con nect ing him 
to the crime. Two wit ness es, 
now dece-ased, had been 
giv en finan cial incen tives to 
tes ti fy against him at tri al. 

The dis trict attor ney sup-
port ed a plea deal that would 
have removed Mr. Williams 
from death row, but the deal 
was blocked by the unex-
pect ed inter ven tion of the 
state attor ney gen er al and 
the Missouri Supreme Court. 
When Governor Mike Parson 
denied clemen cy, Mr. Williams 
turned to the U.S. Supreme 
Court as a last resort. But 
in an unsigned order with 
no expla na tion, the Court 
declined to halt his exe cu tion. 
Justices Kagan, Sotomayor, 
and Jackson dissented.

The Supreme Court also declined 
to inter vene in the high-pro  file 
case of Robert Roberson, a 
Texas man sen tenced to death 
for alleged ly killing his two-
year-old daugh ter Nikki under 
a  “shak en baby syndrome” 
(SBS) the o ry. The SBS the o ry 
has been large ly debunked by 
experts and has result ed in 
dozens of exon er a tions across 
the coun try.

Experts now say that pneu mo-
nia, an acci den tal fall, and inap-
pro pri ate med ical treat ment 
like ly caused Nikki’s symp toms, 
con tra dict ing pros e cu tors, who 
argued at tri al that they could 
only have result ed from abuse. 

Justice Sotomayor’s state-
ment expressed dis may that 
the Court did not review 
Mr. Roberson’s case and 
emphasized that  “mount ing 
evi dence sug gests that [Mr. 
Roberson]…committed no 
crime at all.” She not ed the 
lack of reli able legal path ways 
for death-sen  tenced pris on-
ers to prove their innocence. 

 “Few cas es more urgent ly call 
for such a rem e dy than one 
where the accused has made 
a seri ous show ing of actu al 
inno cence, as Roberson has 
here,” she wrote. 

But “[c]urrent post con vic-
tion reme dies often fail to 
correct convictions  ‘secured 
by what we now know was 
faulty science.’” 

She urged Texas Governor 
Abbott to issue  “an exec u-
tive reprieve of thir ty days” 
to  “pre vent a mis car riage of 
jus tice from occur ring: exe-
cut ing a man who has raised 
cred i ble evi dence of actu al 
inno cence.”Ultimately, it was a 
Texas leg isla tive committee’s 
last-minute issuance of a 
sub poe na that stayed Mr. 
Roberson’s exe cu tion, not the 
Court or Governor Abbott.
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The Supreme Court’s two pend-
ing death penal ty cas es both 
involve inno cence claims, but 
the Court’s deci sions will like ly 
turn on pro ce dur al ques tions. 

Richard Glossip was con vict-
ed and sen tenced to death in 
Oklahoma based on the tes ti-
mo ny of his cowork er Justin 
Sneed, who admit ted that he 
alone had killed their boss in 1997 
but alleged that Mr. Glossip had 
hired him to do it. 

Evidence lat er emerged that 
pros e cu tors had offered lenien-
cy to Mr. Sneed if he impli cat-
ed Mr. Glossip and hid den evi-
dence that Mr. Sneed was being 
treat ed for bipo lar dis or der.
After an inde pen dent inves ti ga-
tion, Oklahoma Attorney General 
Gentner Drummond con fessed 
error and sup port ed Mr. Glossip’s 
bid for a new tri al. 

When the Oklahoma 
courts refused to do 
so and set Mr. Glossip’s 
exe cu tion, Attorney 
General Drummond 
filed a peti tion in sup-
port of Mr. Glossip at the 
Supreme Court. State 
offi cials rarely con cede 
error in death penal ty 
cas es, and this is the 

first known Supreme Court 
case in which a state attor-
ney gen er al has filed in sup-
port of a death-sen  tenced 
pris on er. Attorney General 
Drummond’s unprece dent ed 
sup port for Mr. Glossip was 
like ly an impor tant rea son 
the Court decid ed to take 
the case.

The Court heard oral argu-
ments on October 9, focus-
ing on a juris dic tion al ques-
tion the Court itself added 
when it grant ed cer tio rari 
and the cen tral ques tion 
regard ing the impor tance 
of the pros e cu to r i al mis con-
duct in the case. Justice Neil 
Gorsuch recused him self 
because he had heard an 
ear li er appeal when he was 
a cir cuit judge, mean ing that 
Mr. Glossip will need at least 
five votes to pre vail. 

A 4 – 4 deci sion will mean that 
the deci sion of the Oklahoma 
courts deny ing relief to Mr. 
Glossip will stand.

On the last day of its 2023 – 24 
term, which con clud ed in ear-
ly October, the Court grant ed 
cer tio rari to Ruben Gutierrez, 
who received a stay from the 
Court in July just twen ty min-
utes before his scheduled 
exe cu tion. 

This was the only stay grant ed 
to a death-sen  tenced pris on er 
in 2024 out of 26 requests.The 
Court will review a com plex 
claim involv ing Mr. Gutierrez’s 
stand ing to sue the state of 
Texas for access to DNA test-
ing on crime scene evi dence 
he argues could affect his con-
vic tion and death sen tence. 
Texas courts have refused 
him access to the test ing 
despite numer ous requests, 
a stance incon sis tent with 
the Supreme Court’s 2023 
deci sion in Reed v. Goertz.

The Court grant ed cer tio rari and a stay 
of exe cu tion to Ruben Gutierrez.
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Non-Capital Cert Grant Poses Further Risk to Habeas Review
On December 6, the Supreme Court grant-
ed cer tio rari in Rivers v. Lumpkin, a Texas 
case which asks whether a new claim filed 
while an ini tial habeas peti tion is pend ing 
on appeal should be treat ed as an amend-
ment to the peti tion or a suc ces sive peti tion. 
Under fed er al law, suc ces sive peti tions are 
sub ject to much stricter require ments. 

The Fifth and Ninth Circuit Courts of Appeal 
have ruled that such a claim should be con-
strued as a suc ces sive peti tion, while the Second 
Circuit held that such a claim should be treat-
ed as an amend ment, in an opin ion by Justice 
Sotomayor before she joined the Supreme Court.
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Court Declines Invitation to Consider New 
Eighth Amendment Standard For Now
On November 4, the Court end ed a year of inde ci sion 
regard ing Alabama’s request to review a prisoner’s 
intel lec tu al dis abil i ty claim by issu ing a two-page 
rul ing and request ing addi tion al infor ma tion from 
the low er court. Joseph Clifton Smith, sen tenced to 
death in 1998, had received five IQ scores rang ing 
from 72 to 78, and experts found that his IQ could 
be as low as 69 based on sta tis ti cal adjust ments. 

A score of 70 or below is con sid ered by experts to 
be a strong indi ca tor of intel lec tu al dis abil i ty. A dis-
trict court grant ed relief to Mr. Smith based on his 
IQ scores and adap tive deficits, and the Eleventh 
Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed. 

The Supreme Court held that the Eleventh Circuit’s 
approach to eval u at ing mul ti ple IQ scores was  
“unclear” and asked it to clar i fy whether the low er 
end of the esti mat ed IQ range was  “dis pos i tive” in 
deter min ing intel lec tu al dis abil i ty, or whether courts 
should use  “a more holis tic approach to mul ti ple IQ 
scores that con sid ers the rel e vant evi dence.” 

The Court not ed that its  “ulti mate assess ment of any 
peti tion for cer tio rari by the State may depend on 
the basis for the Eleventh Circuit’s deci sion.” Justices 
Thomas and Gorsuch not ed that they would have 
grant ed cer tio rari and set the case for oral argument.

Carl Spitzweg:Das Auge des Gesetzes(Justitia)
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The case, Hamm v. Smith, set a Supreme Court 
record as the case dis trib uted for con fer ence the 
most times before a deci sion. The jus tices sched-
uled it thir ty times over four teen months before 
issu ing a per curi am rul ing and remand. Few cas es 
are ever dis trib uted for con fer ence more than once.

One like ly rea son for the Court’s lengthy inde ci-
sion was the case’s pos si ble threat to a key Eighth 
Amendment doc trine: that courts eval u ate the 
meaning of  “cru el and unusu al pun ish ments” by 
looking to  “evolv ing stan dards of decen cy that 
mark the progress of a matur ing soci ety.” 

The Supreme Court has used this test in almost 70 
years of jurispru dence, includ ing land mark rul ings 
that restrained use of the death penal ty against juve-
niles, peo ple with intel lec tu al dis abil i ty, peo ple who 
are not men tal ly com pe tent at the time of exe cu tion, 
and peo ple who com mit non-homi  cide crimes.

A group of 14 state attor neys gen er al filed an ami cus 
brief in Hamm v. Smith argu ing that the Court should 
aban don the test and instead  “ground its Eighth 
Amendment jurispru dence in the Constitution’s 
test, his to ry, and struc ture.” 

If the Court agreed to this approach, it would no 
longer con sid er cur rent soci etal views and atti tudes 
as rel e vant and would instead look to how pun ish-
ment was viewed at the time the Constitution was 
rat i fied in 1789.

Although the Court’s sum ma ry rul ing in Hamm did 
not mention the  “evolv ing stan dards of decen cy” 
test, sev er al jus tices have sig naled in the past that 
they believe an  “orig i nal ist” inter pre ta tion is the 
cor rect approach to Eighth Amendment challenges. 

Ten days after the rul ing, the Eleventh 
Circuit respond ed to the Court with 
a brief new opin ion clar i fy ing that it 
used a  “holis tic approach” when eval-
u at ing Mr. Smith’s IQ scores.  

“We unam bigu ous ly reject any sug-
ges tion that a court may ever con-
clude that a cap i tal defen dant suf fers 
from sig nif i cant ly sub av er age intel-
lec tu al func tion based sole ly on the…
lower end of the stan  dard-error range 
for his low est of mul ti ple IQ scores,” 
the court wrote.

FOOTNOTES
Mississippi was one of the states ask ing the 
Court to strike down the  “evolv ing stan dards 
of decen cy” test. This year, Mississippi 
also argued in fed er al court that pris on ers 
should only get habeas relief if they can 
prove that they are inno cent, in addi tion 
to prov ing a con sti tu tion al vio la tion.

Factual inno cence has nev er been a require-
ment under AEDPA or oth er habeas laws, and 
indeed, would mean that peo ple sen tenced to 
death who com mit ted the crime would have no 
means to chal lenge their sen tence in fed er al 
court based on intel lec tu al dis abil i ty or 
oth er fac tors that con sti tu tion al ly exempt 
them from exe cu tion. 

A pan el of Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals 
judges endorsed Mississippi’s the o ry, but 
the full Fifth Circuit vacat ed their opin-
ion, and on November 22 issued a new en 
banc opin ion that made no men tion of an 
inno cence require ment — effec tive ly bury-
ing the theory. 

https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/appellate-courts/ca11/14-10721/14-10721-2024-11-14.html


PB 45

YEAR END REPORT 24
Executions



46 47

The jury at his tri al voted 11 – 1 in favor of a life 
sen tence, but the judge over rode that recom-
men da tion and sen tenced him to death. 

Judicial over ride was repealed in Alabama in 
2017. According to the Equal Justice Initiative, 
Mr. Smith was the twelfth per son exe cut ed 
in Alabama despite a jury vote for life.

The number of individuals executed remained nearly the same as 
in 2023, with 25 executions in nine states. 

This was the tenth consecutive year with fewer than 30 executions. 
Utah, South Carolina, and Indiana conducted their first executions 
in 2024 after more than a decade hiatus. 

This year, Alabama became the first state to use nitrogen gas to 
execute prisoners.

People Executed This Year Likely 
Would Not Be Sentenced To Death 
If Tried Today
As in past years, the vast major i ty of peo ple 
exe cut ed in 2024 had at least one of the fol-
low ing vul ner a bil i ties: an IQ in the intel lec-
tu al ly dis abled range and/ or brain dam age; 
evi dence of seri ous men tal ill ness; and/ or a 
his to ry of severe child hood trau ma or abuse. 

All but one (96%) of the peo ple exe cut ed this 
year had records of at least one such vul ner-
a bil i ty. Six of the 25 (24%) peo ple exe cut ed 
were 21 or younger at the time of the crime 
for which they were exe cut ed. 

While the death penal ty is allowed for defen-
dants who were at least age 18 at the time of 
the crime, a grow ing body of neu ro science 
research indi cates that the juve nile brain is not 
ful ly devel oped until approx i mate ly the mid-20s.

Kenneth Smith, who was exe cut ed in Alabama 
on January 25, was sen tenced to death under 
a law that has since been repealed but which 
has no retroac tive effect.

Kenneth Smith

https://eji.org/wp-content/uploads/2005/11/alabama-override-executions-feb-2024.pdf
https://alison.legislature.state.al.us/files/pdf/SearchableInstruments/2024RS/HB27-int.pdf
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there fore his jury nev er learned that he had 
bipo lar dis or der that was com pound ed by 
his his to ry of drug abuse.  

Willie Pye, who was exe cut ed in Georgia, 
grew up des per ate ly poor in a home with no 
elec tric i ty or water, expe ri enced child hood 
trau ma and abuse, and had an IQ of 68, but 
his jury did not hear any of that evi dence. 

Joseph Corcoran in Indiana was allowed to 
waive his appeals and  “vol un teer” for exe cu-
tion even after three sep a rate psy chol o gists 
diag nosed him with paranoid schizophrenia.

Richard Moore

Richard Moore was exe cut ed in South Carolina 
on November 1 for the killing of a store clerk. 

Mr. Moore had entered the store unarmed but 
shot James Mahoney, the store clerk, dur ing 
a strug gle that began when Mr. Mahoney 
point ed a weapon at Mr. Moore and shot him. 
Mr. Moore’s clemen cy peti tion was sup port-
ed by for mer pros e cu tor and Director of the 
South Carolina Department of Corrections 
(SCDC) Jon Ozmint, who said that  “objec-
tive ly reviewed, Richard’s crime would nev er 
have been con sid ered for the death penal ty 
in most coun ties in our state.” 

Mr. Ozmint also stated that  “dozens of mur-
der ers cur rent ly serv ing life sen tences in 
SCDC had more seri ous crim i nal his to ries 
and com mit ted far more heinous killings.” 
Prosecutors at Mr. Moore’s tri al also struck 
all eli gi ble Black indi vid u als from the jury 
that sen tenced him to death. South Carolina 
Supreme Court Justice Kay Hearn said,  
“Richard Moore will be put to death for a 
sen tence that I do not believe is legal.”

Several pris on ers exe cut ed in 2024 had sig nifi -
cant mit i gat ing evi dence that was nev er heard 
by the juries that sen tenced them to death.

In Texas, Ivan Cantu’s tri al attor neys did not 
seek a neu ropsy cho log i cal eval u a tion and 

Photo cour tesy of friends of Loran Cole.

Loran Cole was exe cut ed in Florida despite 
experiencing  “hor rifi c and trag ic” abuse at 
the state-run Dozier School for Boys. Florida 
Governor Ron DeSantis signed Mr. Cole’s exe-
cu tion war rant just a month after sign ing a 
bill that set aside $20 mil lion to com pen sate 
chil dren who were sent to Dozier and anoth er 
reform school between 1940 and 1975 and  
“sub ject ed to men tal, phys i cal or sex u al abuse 
per pe trat ed by school per son nel.”

Mr. Cole’s attor neys alleged that if his  “jury 
had known about the severe abuse that hap-
pened at Dozier, and Florida’s will ing ness to 
acknowl edge the severe prob lems at Dozier 
to the extent that des ig nat ed vic tims are 
enti tled to repa ra tions, there is a rea son able 
prob a bil i ty the new ly dis cov ered evi dence 
would yield a less severe sentence.”

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/prisoners-with-executions-dates-in-south-carolina-and-idaho-file-requests-for-clemency?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/floridas-governor-desantis-schedules-first-execution-of-2024-for-dozier-reform-school-survivor-after-10-month-execution-hiatus?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
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Old and New Execution 
Methods Create Controversy 
Allegations of dif fi cul ties obtain ing cer tain lethal injec tion 
drugs led some states to turn to alter na tive meth ods of exe-
cu tion. On January 25, Alabama became the first state to 
use nitro gen gas to exe cute a pris on er. Media wit ness Lee 
Hedgepeth report ed,  “This was the fifth exe cu tion that I’ve 
wit nessed in Alabama, and I have nev er seen such a vio lent 
reac tion to an exe cu tion.”

There was intense media atten tion from nation al and inter-
na tion al media sur round ing the use of this untest ed method 
and expres sions of  “alarm” from inter na tion al human rights 
organizations.

South Carolina resumed exe cu tions after a 13-year hia tus when 
the South Carolina Supreme Court over turned a low er court deci-
sion and found the state’s process giv ing pris on ers the choice 
of three exe cu tion meth ods — lethal injec tion, elec tro cu tion, 
and fir ing squad — did not constitute  “cru el, cor po ral, or unusu al 
pun ish ment.” In ear ly 2023, South Carolina passed leg is la tion 
shield ing the iden ti ties of drug man u fac tur ers and exe cu tion 
team mem bers from the pub lic. After that law passed, the state 
announced it had obtained lethal injec tion drugs. 

John Blume, an attor ney for Khalil Allah (aka Freddie Owens), 
who was exe cut ed on September 20, said,  “the lack of trans-
paren cy about the source of the exe cu tion drugs, how they 
were obtained and whether (they) can bring about as pain less 
a death as pos si ble is still of grave con cern to the lawyers that 
rep re sent per sons on death row.”

The ACLU unsuccessfully challenged another of South Carolina’s 
secrecy policies, banning prisoners from speaking to the media.

South Carolina’s law requires 
pris on ers to select their method 
of exe cu tion or accept the default 
method of elec tro cu tion in the 
state’s 110-year-old elec tric 
chair. Mr. Allah declined to 
choose, cit ing his Muslim faith, 
and autho rized his attor ney to 
choose for him.

Khalil Allah 
(for mer ly known as Freddie Owens)

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/the-world-is-watching-witnesses-report-kenneth-smith-appeared-conscious-shook-and-writhed-during-first-ever-nitrogen-hypoxia-execution?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/01/united-states-un-experts-alarmed-prospect-first-ever-untested-execution
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/south-carolina-supreme-court-sets-first-execution-date-in-more-than-13-years?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/4th-circuit-affirms-dismissal-of-legal-challenge-to-south-carolinas-restriction-on-media-access-to-prisoners
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Race
Nearly half (48%) of the peo ple exe cut ed in 2024 were peo ple 
of col or. Nine were Black, two were Latino, and one was Native 
American. The vast major i ty of defen dants (80%) were exe cut ed 
for killing at least one white victim. 

While six peo ple of col or were exe cut ed for mur ders of white 
vic tims, no white defen dant was exe cut ed for the mur der of a 
per son of col or. Throughout U.S. his to ry, the death penal ty has 
been more like ly to be imposed in cas es involv ing white vic tims, 
espe cial ly if the defen dant is a per son of col or. Since 1976, more 
than ten times as many Black defen dants have been exe cut ed 
for mur ders of white vic tims than white defen dants exe cut ed 
for the mur ders of Black victims.
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Age and Time on Death Row 
Both the aver age age at exe cu tion (52 years) 
and the aver age time from sen tenc ing to exe-
cu tion (22.2 years) remained close to last year’s 
record highs of 54 years old and 23 years spent 
on death row. 

The con di tions of death row and lengthy soli tary 
con fine ment con tribute to declin ing phys i cal and 
men tal health for death-sen  tenced pris on ers. 
Travis Mullis (TX), Derrick Dearman (AL), and 
Joseph Corcoran (IN) all waived appeals and  
“vol un teered” for exe cu tion. 

These men had long his to ries of men tal ill ness 
which were exac er bat ed by the extreme con di-
tions of iso la tion and depri va tion on death row. 

A DPI analy sis found that the vol un teer rate 
among death row pris on ers is more than ten 
times the sui cide rate among the gen er al pub-
lic. The exe cu tion of these three vol un teers is 
respon si ble for the drop in aver age age and time 
on death row, com pared to last year’s numbers. 

Lack of access to health care also exac er bates phys-
i cal health con di tions, as evi denced by Idaho’s failed 
attempt to exe cute Thomas Creech in February. 

His exe cu tion was called off after prison offi cials 
spent an hour try ing to set an IV line. 

Mr. Creech, who is 74 years old, has been diag nosed 
with Type 2 dia betes, hyper ten sion, and ede ma, 
all of which impact cir cu la tion and vein qual i ty. 

Mr. Creech is the third per son in the last 
three years to sur vive a botched lethal 
injec tion exe cu tion — Alabama tried and 
failed to exe cute Alan Miller and Kenneth 
Smith in 2022, then suf fo cat ed both men 
using nitro gen gas this year. 

On October 15, Idaho announced that it 
had amend ed its exe cu tion pro to col and 
facil i ties to allow staff to place a cen tral 
intra venous line, if nec es sary, to car ry 
out a lethal injec tion. 

A new exe cu tion date of November 13 
was set for Mr. Creech. One week before 
that date, a fed er al dis trict judge issued 
a stay of exe cu tion to allow for the con-
sid er a tion of sev er al new legal claims in 
Mr. Creech’s case. 

Despite hav ing no exe cu tions in 12 years, the 
state of Idaho has spent over $300,000 
on ren o va tions to its exe cu tion prepa ra-
tion room and intends to spend near ly $1 
mil lion on a sec ond phase of con struc tion, 
which will include build ing a facil i ty for 
fir ing squad executions.

Thomas Creech and wife LeAnn Creech Photo 
courtesy of attor ney Jonah Horwitz.

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/new-analysis-death-sentenced-prisoners-volunteer-for-execution-at-ten-times-civilian-suicide-rate?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/idaho-amends-lethal-injection-execution-protocol-and-sets-second-execution-date-for-thomas-creech?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
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Time on Death Row (in Months)
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Table of Executions 
The table below includes infor ma tion about the peo ple exe cut ed in 2024 and some of the 
legal issues in their tri als and appeals. It is not intend ed to min i mize the seri ous ness of 
any under ly ing crimes, but it is in keep ing with the prin ci ple estab lished in Lockett v. Ohio 
(1978) that  “the fun da men tal respect for human i ty under ly ing the Eighth Amendment 
[man dates the]…consideration of the char ac ter and record of the indi vid ual offend er and 
the cir cum stances of the par tic u lar offense as a con sti tu tion al ly indis pens able part of the 
process of inflict ing the penal ty of death.”

Name Execution
Date 

State Race of
Defendant

Victim
Demographic

Description

Kenneth
Smith 

1/25/24 Alabama White 1 White 
Female

Mr. Smith sur vived a botched 
lethal injec tion attempt in 
2022. Witnesses report ed that 
Mr. Smith  “shook and writhed” 
dur ing his exe cu tion by nitro-
gen hypox ia. He was the first 
per son in the United States 
exe cut ed by that method.

Ivan Cantu 2/28/24 Texas Latino 1 Latino Male, 
1 White 
Female

Mr. Cantu main tained his 
inno cence and unsuc cess-
ful ly sought a hear ing on 
new evi dence, includ ing the 
recan ta tion of a key witness.

Willie Pye 3/20/24 Georgia Black 1 Black Female Mr. Pye pre sent ed evi dence 
of his intel lec tu al dis abil-
i ty, which would exclude 
him from eli gi bil i ty for the 
death penal ty. He failed to 
meet Georgia’s unique ly 
high stan dard for prov ing 
intel lec tu al dis abil i ty and 
was also denied clemency.

https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=10950596576194544683&q=lockett+v.+ohio&hl=en&as_sdt=4,60
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Michael 
Smith

4/4/24 Oklahoma Black 1 Asian Male, 1 
Black Female

Mr. Smith argued at his 
clemen cy hear ing that, if 
his tri al coun sel had prop-
er ly rep re sent ed him and 
intro duced evi dence of his 
intel lec tu al dis abil i ty, he 
like ly would not be eli gi ble 
for execution.

Brian Dorsey 4/9/24 Missouri White 1 White 
Female, 1 
White Male

Mr. Dorsey’s clemen cy peti tion 
gar nered wide spread sup port 
from more than 70 cor rec tions 
offi cials, a for mer Missouri 
Supreme Court Judge, mul-
ti ple jurors, Democratic and 
Republican state leg is la tors, 
and faith lead ers. Correctional 
offi cers not ed Mr. Dorsey’s 
exem plary reha bil i ta tion and 
years spent as a role mod el to 
other prisoners.

Jamie Mills 5/30/24 Alabama White 1 White 
Female, 1 
White Male

Mr. Mills was sen tenced to 
death by a non-unan i   mous 
jury. Prosecutors lied to the 
jury, assert ing that a key wit-
ness had not received any-
thing for her tes ti mo ny, when 
she in fact had received a 
less er sen tence in exchange 
for testifying.

David Hosier 6/11/24 Missouri White 1 White 
Female, 1 
White Male

Mr. Hosier’s clemen cy peti-
tion empha sized his life-
long strug gles with depres-
sion after his father, a state 
troop er, was killed dur ing Mr. 
Hosier’s childhood.
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Ramiro 
Gonzales

6/26/24 Texas Latino 1 White 
Female, 1 
White Male

Mr. Gonzales was just 18 
years old at the time of his 
crime, and had expe ri enced 
a child hood of sex u al abuse, 
drug abuse, and mental 
illness.

Richard 
Rojem 

6/ 27/ 24 Oklahoma White 1 White Female Mr. Rojem’s jury nev er heard 
evi dence that he was sex u-
al ly abused as a child.

Keith Gavin 7/ 18/ 24 Alabama Black 1 White Female Mr. Gavin was sen tenced 
by a non-unan i   mous jury. A 
fed er al dis trict court found 
that his attor ney was inef-
fec tive for fail ing to present 
any mit i gat ing evi dence, 
but a fed er al appeals court 
reversed that decision.

Arthur Burton 8/ 7/ 24 Texas Black 1 White Female Mr. Burton sought a stay 
to allow courts to con sid er 
evi dence of his intel lec tu al 
dis abil i ty, which had nev er 
been con sid ered using cur-
rent clinical criteria.

Taberon 
Honie

8/ 8/ 24 Utah Native 
American

1 Native 
American 
Female

Mr. Honie expe ri enced sig-
nif i cant trau ma dur ing his 
upbring ing and was home-
less and extreme ly intox-
i cat ed at the time of his 
crime.

Loran Cole 8/ 29/ 24 Florida White 1 White Female Mr. Cole was phys i cal ly and 
sex u al ly abused as a teenag er 
at the state-run Dozier School.
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Khalil Allah 
(aka Freddie 
Owens)

9/ 20/ 24 Oklahoma Black 1 Black Female Two days before Mr. Allah’s 
sched uled exe cu tion, his co-
defen   dant recant ed his tri al 
tes ti mo ny and said that Mr. 
Allah  “was not present” dur-
ing the crime. No court heard 
that evidence.

Marcellus  
“Khaliifah” 
Williams 

9/ 24/ 24 Alabama White 1 White Female Mr. Williams was exe cut ed 
despite cred i ble evi dence 
of his inno cence and over 
the objec tions of St. Louis 
District Attorney Wesley Bell 
and more than 1.5 mil lion 
sup port ers who peti tioned 
for clemency.

Travis Mullis 9/24/24 Texas Black 1 White Male Mr. Mullis was found com-
pe tent to waive his appeals 
and  “vol un teer” for exe cu tion 
despite a life time of severe 
men tal ill ness and sui cide 
attempts, about which his jury 
did not meaningfully learn.

Emmanuel 
Littlejohn

9/ 26/ 24 Oklahoma White 1 White Male Oklahoma’s Pardon and Parole 
Board rec om mend ed clemen-
cy for Mr. Littlejohn due to his 
youth at the time of the crime, 
his his to ry of child hood abuse, 
and his record of good behav-
ior in prison.

Alan Miller 9/ 26/ 24 Alabama White 3 White Males Mr. Miller was sen tenced to 
death by a non-unan i   mous 
jury. He sur vived a botched 
lethal injec tion in 2022 and 
was the sec ond per son ever 
exe cut ed by nitrogen hypoxia.
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Garcia White 10/1/24 Texas Black 2 Black Females Mr. White became addict-
ed to drugs after sus tain ing 
a seri ous work place injury. 
Friends report ed that drug 
use changed his per son al i ty, 
but reha bil i ta tion dur ing his 
incarceration  “returned [him] 
to that sweet guy I knew 
before he was on drugs.”

Derrick 
Dearman

10/ 17/ 24 Alabama White 2 White 
Females, 3 
White Males

Mr. Dearman expe ri enced 
severe depres sion and sev-
er al oth er men tal health 
con di tions his entire life. He 
first told his moth er he want-
ed to die when he was just 
four years old. He waived his 
appeals and  “vol un teered” 
for execution.

Richard 
Moore

11/ 1/ 24 South 
Carolina

Black 1 White Male Mr. Moore’s request for 
clemen cy was sup port ed 
by three jurors who had sen-
tenced him to death at tri-
al, a for mer direc tor of the 
South Carolina Department 
of Corrections, and the tri al 
judge. Gov. Henry McMaster 
declined to grant clemency.

Carey 
Grayson

11/ 21/ 24 Alabama White 1 White Female Mr. Grayson was one of four 
teenagers charged with 
killing a hitch hik er. He was 
the old est, at 19, but pros e cu-
tors told sep a rate juries that 
each teenag er on tri al was 
the  “ring leader.” The state of 
Alabama has since con ced-
ed that Mr. Grayson was less 
cul pa ble than two of the oth-
er defen dants, who did not 
receive death sentences.
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All but one of the 25 indi vid u als exe cut ed this year 
suf fered from a vul ner a bil i ty that would make them 
inel i gi ble for the death penal ty under cur rent laws 
and norms. The indi vid u als exe cut ed in 2024 spent 
on aver age more than 20 years on death row. On 
September 26, the United States reached the mile-
stone of 1600 exe cu tions in the modern era. 

Christopher 
Collings

12/3/24 Missouri White 1 White Female Mr. Collings expe ri enced 
child hood neglect and sex-
u al abuse. His attor neys 
argued on appeal that his 
co-defendant’s account of 
the crime was irrec on cil able 
with Mr. Collings’ con fes-
sion, sup port ing his con-
tention that his con fes sion 
was coerced by police.

Joseph 
Corcoran

12/18/24 Indiana White 4 White Males Mr. Corcoran was diag nosed 
with para noid schiz o phre-
nia. His attor neys argued 
that his delu sions were so 
severe as to ren der his death 
sentence unconstitutional.

Kevin 
Underwood

12/19/24 Oklahoma White 1 White Female Mr. Underwood strug gled 
with men tal ill ness through-
out his life. His severe depres-
sion, anx i ety, and PTSD con-
tributed to his social iso la tion 
and delu sions pri or to his crime.
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Executions by State and Region
Alabama car ried out the most exe cu tions in 2024, 
with six, fol lowed by Texas with five, and Oklahoma 
and Missouri with four each. This marked the first 
year in which Alabama exe cut ed more peo ple than 
any oth er state. 

Three states resumed exe cu tions after long hia-
tus es. Utah’s first exe cu tion in four teen years 
occurred when it exe cut ed Taberon Dave Honie 
on August 8. South Carolina car ried out two exe-
cu tions this year after a thir  teen-year pause. 

Indiana’s first exe cu tion in fif teen years occurred on 
December 18, with Joseph Corcoran. Idaho attempt-
ed to resume exe cu tions after a twelve-year hia-
tus but had to call off the exe cu tion of 74-year-old 
Thomas Creech when exe cu tion ers could not set 
an IV line after an hour of repeat ed attempts. 

A sec ond exe cu tion date for him this year was 
stayed by a dis trict court pend ing the out come 
of new legal chal lenges, which were sub se quent ly 
dis missed by the Idaho Supreme Court. 

In late November, Arizona announced that the 
state would resume exe cu tions in ear ly 2025.
Governor Katie Hobbs had request ed a review 
of the state’s exe cu tion process soon after tak-
ing office in 2023, but abrupt ly ter mi nat ed the 
review head ed by for mer U.S Magistrate Judge 
David Duncan, alleg ing that he had exceed ed 
the scope of his man date. Arizona Department 
of Corrections Director Ryan Thornell informed 
Governor Hobbs that the state was now pre pared 
to use lethal injec tion.

Arizona Attorney General Kris Mayes con-
firmed in a state ment on November 26 
that her office would be seek ing a death 
war rant for pris on er Aaron Gunches in  
“the com ing weeks.”

Executions con tin ued to be geo graph i-
cal ly con cen trat ed in the South, with 19 
of this year’s exe cu tions (76%) car ried 
out in south ern states. Seven of the nine 
states that exe cut ed peo ple this year rank 
among the top ten exe cut ing states in the 
mod ern era (Indiana and Utah do not).

Notably, only three of the states that 
exe cut ed peo ple in 2024 also imposed 
new death sen tences (Alabama, Florida, 
and Texas). New death sen tences are a 
key indi ca tor of the views and atti tudes 
of jurors today, as opposed to exe cu-
tions, which reflect the views of jurors 
at the time of sen tenc ing. 

This dis tinc tion has become even more 
pro nounced in recent years as exe-
cu tions increas ing ly rep re sent views 
that are 20 or 30 years out of date, 
when sup port for the death penal ty 
was high er and soci ety had a dif fer-
ent under stand ing of numer ous fac-
tors that influ ence death sen tences, 
includ ing trau ma, men tal ill ness, and 
forensic evidence.
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2024 Executions (25) by County
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The global community largely condemns use of the 
death penalty, with a majority of countries supporting 
a moratorium as a first step towards abolition. 
The death penalty has been abolished in practice or 
law in 144 countries, and 2024 saw abolition efforts 
progress in four countries. Despite this, known global 
executions increased in 2024 for the third straight year.

United States Fifth in Known 
Executions Worldwide, Behind Iran, 
Saudia Arabia, Iraq and North Korea
The glob al com mu ni ty large ly con demns use of 
the death penal ty, with a major i ty of coun tries 
sup port ing a mora to ri um on the use of the death 
penal ty as a first step towards abo li tion. 

The death penal ty has been abol ished in prac-
tice or law in 144 coun tries, and 2024 saw legal 
abo li tion efforts progress in four more coun tries. 
Despite this, glob al exe cu tions increased in 2024 
for the third straight year, led by Iran. 

The United States is one of an increas ing ly iso-
lat ed num ber of coun tries that retain and use 
the death penal ty, mak ing it an out lier among 
its clos est allies, most of whom have long aban-
doned the prac tice and are vocal advo cates in 
favor of abo li tion. 

Secrecy around the death penal ty con tin ues to 
impede a com plete under stand ing of legal and 
exe cu tion prac tices in coun tries retain ing the 
death penal ty, includ ing the United States. 

Vulnerable pop u la tions, such as eth nic, reli gious, 
or racial minori ties, as well as the impov er ished, 
psy choso cial ly impaired, and juve niles con tin ue 
to be over rep re sent ed across death rows in most 
retentionist countries.
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Continued Strong Support
for Global Moratorium 
on the Death Penalty
Since 2007, the United Nations General 
Assembly has passed ten resolutions calling 
for a global moratorium on use of the death 
penalty, the latest on December 17, 2024. 
The 2024 resolution was adopted with the 
record-breaking support of 130 countries, 
up from 125 in 2022, and including most of 
America’s western allies, while 32 countries 
voted against the measure (five less than 
2022) and 22 abstained. 

The cross-region al sup port that the mora to ri um res o lu tion 
enjoys shows that tak ing steps towards the abo li tion of 
the death penal ty is not a matter of  “cul ture” or  “tra di tion.” 

States from all regions of the world, with dif fer ent legal 
sys tems, tra di tions, cul tures and reli gious back grounds, 
have abol ished the death penal ty. 

It is a ques tion of polit i cal will and com mit ment to respect, 
pro tect and ful fil all human rights, without discrimination.

-European Union 

Singapore and oth ers pro posed an amend ment 
to the res o lu tion reaffirming the  “sov er eign 
right of all coun tries to devel op their own 
legal sys tems, includ ing deter min ing appro-
pri ate legal penal ties, in accor dance with their 
inter na tion al law oblig a tions.” It passed with 
an over whelm ing major i ty with 105 votes in 
favor, 65 against, and 13 absten tions.

The amend ment implies that coun tries may 
ignore the res o lu tion, or shield them selves 
from inter na tion al scruti ny, and has come 
under criticism.

“The res o lu tion pre sent ed for adop tion today is 
a call on States to con sid er apply ing a mora to
ri um on exe cu tions. The impli ca tion of amend
ment L.54 is that States can use sov er eign ty 
as an excuse to dis re gard the uni ver sal i ty of 
human rights and to con sid er this call to action 
as null and void.” -EUROPEAN UNION

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4069732?ln=en
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3997726#:~:text=Moratorium%20on%20the%20use%20of%20the%20death%20penalty%20:%20resolution%20/%20adopted,Y%20CAMBODIA
https://usun.usmission.gov/explanation-of-vote-on-a-third-committee-resolution-on-moratorium-on-the-use-of-the-death-penalty/
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/un-new-york/eu-statement-%E2%80%93-un-general-assembly-after-vote-draft-resolution-moratorium-use-death-penalty_en?s=63
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/ltd/n24/345/97/pdf/n2434597.pdf?ref=wethecitizens.net
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/un-new-york/eu-explanation-vote-%E2%80%93-un-general-assembly-3rd-committee-vote-amendment-ac379l54-resolution_en?s=63
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Global Death Penalty Abolition 
Efforts Continue to Grow
Global efforts towards abo li tion were exem-
pli fied by leg isla tive chal lenges to the prac tice 
in sub-Saharan Africa and judi cial chal lenges 
in Taiwan. This year, Kenya and Zimbabwe 
con sid ered abo li tion bills, while The Gambia 
ini ti at ed a con sti tu tion al amend ment process 
to abol ish the prac tice. 

It has been over a decade since any of these 
three nations car ried out an exe cu tion: Kenya’s 
last exe cu tion occurred in 1987, Zimbabwe’s 
in 2005, and The Gambia’s in 2012. Following 
a legal chal lenge this year by 37 death row 
pris on ers, the Constitutional Court of Taiwan 
ruled on the con sti tu tion al i ty of the death 
penal ty on September 20. 

The Court decid ed that the death penal ty was 
con sti tu tion al for the  “most seri ous crimes,” 
such as inten tion al killings, and man dat ed 
that the gov ern ment amend cer tain pro ce-
dur al rules with in the next two years to bet ter 
pro tect defen dants’ due process rights. 

Although the deci sion did not elim i nate the 
death penal ty for those with men tal and intel-
lec tu al dis abil i ties, the Court did find cur rent 
pro vi sions fail to ade quate ly pro tect these 
vul ner a ble pop u la tions. Consequently, until 
new pro vi sions meet con sti tu tion al stan dards, 
death sen tences for these pop u la tions may 
not be carried out.

Global Executions Increase
Despite the over all glob al trend towards 
abo li tion, total known exe cu tions world wide 
increased for the third con sec u tive year, led 
by Iran, Saudi Arabia and Iraq.

As in 2023, Iran account ed for most of the 
glob al exe cu tion total with at least 800 
doc u ment ed exe cu tions as of December 1.

 In response to Iran’s per sis tent, aggres sive 
use of the death penal ty, non vi o lent resis-
tance efforts have emerged, such as the 
ongoing  “No Death Penalty Tuesday” week ly 
hunger strike among Iranian pris on ers. 

Saudi Arabia car ried out an unprece dent ed 
303 exe cu tions (as of December 3), in 2024, 
its high est ever total. Iraq, with at least 94 
exe cu tions in 2024, expe ri enced a dra mat ic 
increase from the 16 exe cu tions iden ti fied 
by Amnesty International in 2023.

Data for Iran from the Abdorrahman Boroumand 
Center for Human Rights in Iran, as of December 1. 
Data for Saudi Arabia from Agence France-Presse, as 
of December 3. Data for Iraq and North Korea from 
the Cornell Center on the Death Penalty Worldwide  
as of December 4 (*informed esti mate due to state 
secre cy). Data for the United States from DPI. 

China is wide ly regard ed as the world’s lead ing exe-
cu tion er with thou sands esti mat ed to be exe cut ed 
annu al ly, but infor ma tion sur round ing exe cu tions is 
con sid ered a state secret.

Country
Iran
Saudi Arabia
Iraq
North Korea
United States

Rank
1
2
3
4
5

Known Executions
800
303
94
32*
25

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/10/africa-countries-on-the-cusp-of-abolition-must-take-a-stand-against-the-death-penalty/#:~:text=Kenya%20and%20Zimbabwe%20currently%20have,effectively%20abolish%20the%20death%20penalty.
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/worldwide-wednesday-international-roundup-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-iran-japan-russia-saudi-arabia-taiwan-uganda-united-states-vietnam-and-zimbabwe?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/worldwide-wednesday-international-roundup-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-iran-japan-russia-saudi-arabia-taiwan-uganda-united-states-vietnam-and-zimbabwe?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/worldwide-wednesday-international-roundup-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-iran-iraq-saudi-arabia-taiwan-united-states-and-vietnam
https://www.iranrights.org/
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/68-human-rights-organizations-express-support-for-iranian-prisoners-no-death-penalty-tuesdays-abolition-movement-entering-its-31st-week?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/saudi-arabia-executions-2024-surpass-300-record-tally
https://deathpenaltyworldwide.org/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/act50/7952/2024/en/
https://www.iranrights.org/
https://www.iranrights.org/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/saudi-arabia-executions-2024-surpass-300-record-tally
https://deathpenaltyworldwide.org/
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Global Community Continues to 
Criticize Use of the Death Penalty 
in the United States
The United States has at times joined the 
inter na tion al com mu ni ty in con demn ing 
unlaw ful actions by fel low reten tion ist coun-
tries, but the crit i cism has lim it ed impact 
giv en the fact that America’s own use of the 
death penal ty is often crit i cized by inter na-
tion al human rights orga ni za tions. 

This year, the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights (IACHR) grant ed a pre cau-
tion ary mea sure for Brenda Andrew, the only 
woman on Oklahoma’s death row, call ing on 
the United States to refrain from exe cut ing her. 

The United Nations’ report of the Secretary 
General to the General Assembly on the 
Question of the Death Penalty crit i cized the 
United States’ use of the death penal ty on 
mul ti ple fronts, includ ing the dis pro por tion-
ate rep re sen ta tion of Black peo ple on U.S. 
death rows, the lack of legal pro tec tions for 
vul ner a ble pop u la tions such as those with 
severe men tal ill ness and the elder ly, and 
botched executions.

Secrecy Laws Prevent 
Meaningful Understanding 
of Death Penalty Use
Secrecy laws in many reten tion ist coun-
tries, includ ing the United States, pre vent a 
com plete under stand ing of how the death 
penal ty is used. Certain coun tries, such as 
China, North Korea, and Vietnam, clas si fy the 
num ber of death sen tences and exe cu tions 
as state secrets. Consequently, the exe cu tion 
totals report ed by Amnesty International and 
oth ers are an acknowl edged under count. 

Regarded as the world’s lead ing exe cu tion-
er, China is esti mat ed to exe cute thou sands 
of peo ple each year. North Korea, with the 
fourth high est exe cu tion total this year, has 
car ried out at least 32 doc u ment ed exe cu-
tions, includ ing pub lic exe cu tions, which have 
also occurred in both Iran and Afghanistan.

https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/mc/2024/res_6-24_mc_1028-23_us_en.pdf
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/decisions/mc/2024/res_6-24_mc_1028-23_us_en.pdf
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/two-amicus-briefs-argue-that-gender-bias-denied-two-death-sentenced-women-fair-trials?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/g24/109/77/pdf/g2410977.pdf#:~:text=In%20the%20report%2C%20the%20Secretary-%20General%20reaffirms,penalty%2C%20with%20some%20increasing%20their%20use%20considerably.
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/g24/109/77/pdf/g2410977.pdf#:~:text=In%20the%20report%2C%20the%20Secretary-%20General%20reaffirms,penalty%2C%20with%20some%20increasing%20their%20use%20considerably.
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/g24/109/77/pdf/g2410977.pdf#:~:text=In%20the%20report%2C%20the%20Secretary-%20General%20reaffirms,penalty%2C%20with%20some%20increasing%20their%20use%20considerably.
https://deathpenaltyworldwide.org/
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/worldwide-wednesday-international-roundup-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-iran-iraq-saudi-arabia-taiwan-united-states-and-vietnam?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/worldwide-wednesday-international-roundup-afghanistan-china-iran-qatar-saudi-arabia-united-states-vietnam-yemen-and-zimbabwe?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
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• In India, where some non-lethal sex u-
al crimes are death-eli gi ble, a revised 
crim i nal code went into effect on July 1, 
expand ing the num ber of death-eli gi ble 
offens es from 11 to 15, includ ing gang-rape 
of a minor. On September 3, the West 
Bengal gov ern ment in India adopt ed a 
bill that makes the death penal ty a pos-
si ble pun ish ment for rape that results in 
the victim’s death or  “veg e ta tive state.” 

• In Yemen, 22 indi vid u als were sen tenced to 
death in January and February on charges 
relat ed to homo sex u al i ty. According to 
Human Dignity Trust, there are 12 coun-
tries where homo sex u al i ty is a death-
eligible offense.

• In Pakistan, sev er al peo ple con vict ed of 
blas phe my were sen tenced to death this 
year; the offens es include burn ing pages of 
the Quran and shar ing pho tos and videos 
alleged ly insult ing the Prophet Muhammad 
on WhatsApp. 

• In Vietnam’s largest ever finan cial fraud case, 
Truong My Lan was sen tenced to death for 
com mit ting $12.5 bil lion in fraud in April.  

• In Iraq, there were at least two mass exe-
cu tions (21 peo ple exe cut ed in September 
and 13 exe cut ed in April) for pris on ers 
con vict ed on terrorism-related charges.

• In Iran, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, and a hand-
ful of oth er coun tries, exe cu tions for drug-
relat ed crimes con tin ue, with the lat est 
exe cu tion in Singapore of dual Singaporean-
Iranian nation al Masoud Rahimi Mehrzad 
on November 29, 2024. Of the at least 800 
exe cu tions in Iran, 50.75%, or 406 exe cu-
tions, were for drug-related crimes.

Executions for Offenses that 
Do Not Meet the Threshold of a  “Most Serious” Crime Continue 
The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights lim its use of the death penal ty to 
the  “most seri ous offens es,” mean ing inten tion al killings. But this year, peo ple in coun tries 
across the world were charged and exe cut ed for non-ser i ous offens es, such as sex u al vio-
lence, homo sex u al i ty, blas phe my, fraud, secu ri  ty-relat ed offens es, and drug-related offenses.

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/worldwide-wednesday-international-roundup-china-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-india-iran-saudi-arabia-and-tanzania?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/worldwide-wednesday-international-roundup-china-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-india-iran-saudi-arabia-singapore-and-somalia?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/02/yemen-huthis-must-stop-executions-and-release-dozens-facing-lgbti-charges/
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/worldwide-wednesday-international-roundup-afghanistan-china-iran-qatar-saudi-arabia-united-states-vietnam-yemen-and-zimbabwe?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://www.humandignitytrust.org/lgbt-the-law/map-of-criminalisation/?type_filter_submitted=&type_filter%5B%5D=death_pen_applies
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/worldwide-wednesday-international-roundup-afghanistan-democratic-republic-of-congo-india-iran-nigeria-pakistan-russia-saudi-arabia-and-united-states?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/worldwide-wednesday-international-roundup-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-iran-japan-russia-saudi-arabia-taiwan-uganda-united-states-vietnam-and-zimbabwe?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/worldwide-wednesday-international-roundup-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-iran-iraq-saudi-arabia-taiwan-united-states-and-vietnam?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/worldwide-wednesday-international-roundup-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-iran-iraq-saudi-arabia-taiwan-united-states-and-vietnam?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/worldwide-international-monthly-roundup-china-iran-saudi-arabia-singapore-and-vietnam?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
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Vulnerable Populations Continue 
to Be Overrepresented on Death 
Rows Around the World 
Vulnerable pop u la tions, such as eth nic, reli-
gious, or racial minori ties, as well as the impov-
er ished, psy choso cial ly impaired, and juve niles 
are over rep re sent ed across death rows in most 
reten tion ist coun tries. 

The United Nations Independent International 
Fact-Finding Mission on Iran, along side human 
rights orga ni za tions, has not ed that the Kurd 
and Baluch minori ties, who also large ly live 
below the nation al pover ty line, are over rep-
re sent ed among those exe cut ed in Iran. 

Released in October, a joint state ment by sev en 
human rights orga ni za tions called atten tion to 
nine juve niles at immi nent risk of exe cu tion in 
Saudi Arabia, con tra dict ing pre vi ous claims by 
offi cials pledg ing to end the unlaw ful prac tice. 
Somalia, which fol lows the U.S. as the coun try 
with the sixth high est exe cu tion total (as of 
December 1), exe cut ed four peo ple in August 
for offens es they com mit ted under the age of 
18 while alleged ly asso ci at ed with Al Shabaab. 

The exe cu tion of these four, who were sen tenced 
to death by a mil i tary court, drew crit i cism from 
UNICEF, which high light ed that military courts  
“lack spe cial ized child justice procedures.”  

 

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/worldwide-wednesday-international-roundup-china-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-india-iran-saudi-arabia-singapore-and-somalia?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/worldwide-wednesday-international-roundup-iran-pakistan-saudi-arabia-and-vietnam?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
https://deathpenaltyworldwide.org/
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/worldwide-wednesday-international-roundup-china-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-india-iran-saudi-arabia-singapore-and-somalia?token=6jhID4KyskajIWScPoeS0Kf3R6PCFjbd&x-craft-preview=21f2f2d3614dc73b24d417edd61aa296dd2366c7cdb153568ce2d989885798f5lqktfntlsk
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Having failed to kill Smith on 
its first attempt, Alabama has 
select ed him as its  ‘guinea pig’ 
to test a method of exe cution 
nev er attempted before. The 
world is watching… With deep 
sad ness, but com mit ment to 

the Eighth Amendment’s pro tec tion against cruel 
and unusu al pun ish ment, I respectfully dissent.

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE SONIA 
SOTOMAYOR,DISSENT ING KENNETH SMITH’S EXE CU
TION THROUGH NITROGEN HYPOXIA

For there to be heal ing, there has to be mer cy. Killing 
Jeremiah [Manning] will not bring us any clo sure. It 
will not heal the wounds that were cre at ed. Rather, 
that action by the state will result in more harm and 
more pain and more suf fering and not just for my 
fam i ly but for his fam i ly, which is some thing that 
peo ple forget about.

BRETT MALONE, TALK ING ABOUT JEREMIAH MANNING WHO 
WAS CON VICT ED FOR THE MUR DER OF BRETT’S MOTH ER 
AND IS CUR RENT LY ON LOUISIANA’S DEATH ROW

So, I saw all of 
those prob lems 
while I was on 
the court and 
I became con
vinced that the 
risk of exe cut ing 
an inno cent per
son is just too high and that too many pros
e cu tors and judges are over ly focused on 
mak ing the crimes or the con vic tions for 
the crimes final. They’re more inter est ed 
in final i ty than they are in the accu ra cy of 
the con vic tion or the sentence.

ELSA ALCALA, RETIRED JUDGE FROM THE 
TEXAS COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS, ON 
DISCUSSIONS WITH DPI

Marcellus Williams should be alive today. There were 
mul ti ple points in the time line when deci sions could 
have been made that would have spared him the 
death penal ty. If there is even the shad ow of a doubt 
of inno cence, the death penal ty should nev er be an 
option. This out come did not 
serve the inter ests of jus tice.

ST. LOUIS COUNTY 
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 
WESLEY BELL, IN A 
STATEMENT AFTER MARCELLUS 
WILLIAMS’ EXECUTION

I will be for ev er haunt ed by my par tic i
pa tion in his [Robert Roberson’s] arrest 
and pros e cu tion… He is an innocent man.

BRIAN WHARTON, LEAD DETECTIVE IN 
ROBERT ROBERSON’S CASE, DIS CUSSING HIS 
CHANGE OF OPIN ION ON ROBERSON’S GUILT

I think moral ly, I feel oblig at ed…  Anyone 
who says they’re pro-life should feel a 
lit tle con flict ed on this top ic — because 
if you’re pro-life then I think you’ve got 
to look at it and say you’re that way from 
the begin ning to the very end. And I don’t 
think that the gov ern ment should have 
a monop oly on violence.

MISSOURI 
REPRESENTATIVE 
CHAD PERKINS (R), 
DISCUSSING THE 
LEGISLATION HE FILED 
TO ABOLISH THE DEATH 
PENALTY IN MISSOURI
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The cap i tal pun ish ment 
sys tem in Oklahoma is 
bro ken. It does not work 
as it should. From start to 
fin ish, it is so bad ly bro
ken that we can not know 
whether some one who has 

been con demned to death is actu al ly deserv ing 
of the ultimate penalty.
ANDY LESTER, FORMER U.S. JUDGE AND CO
CHAIR OF THE OKLAHOMA DEATH PENALTY REVIEW 
COMMISSION, IN AN ARTI CLE HE WROTE ABOUT 
THE COM MIS SION’S FIND INGS AS THEY RELATE TO 
EMMANUEL LITTLEJOHN’S CLEMENCY REVIEW

Regardless of our indi vid ual posi tions on the death 
penal ty, I think we can all agree that putting a 
poten tial ly inno cent man to death for a crime 
that may not have occurred would be a grave 
mis carriage of justice.

LACEY HULL (R), TEXAS REPRESENTATIVE AND 
COVICE CHAIR OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM 
CAUCUS DIS CUSSING ROBERT ROBERSON’S CASE

If he [Richard Glossip] is exe cut ed, I believe that 
it will be a trav es ty of justice.

OKLAHOMA ATTORNEY GENERAL GENTNER DRUMMOND, DIS
CUSSING RICHARD GLOSSIP IN AN INTERVIEW

The trend is beyond dis pute…  An increas ing num
ber of con ser v a tive Republican state law mak ers 
nation wide are tak ing the lead because they believe 
in lim it ed gov ern ment, they demand fis cal respon
si bil i ty and most impor tant ly, they value life.

DEMETRIUS MINOR, NATIONAL MANAGER FOR 
CONSERVATIVES CONCERNED ABOUT THE DEATH 
PENALTY, DIS CUSSING REPUBLICAN SUP PORT FOR 
DEATH PENALTY ABOLITION

[C]ourts must be care ful 
to safeguard the rights 
that our Constitution 
protects, even when (and 
per haps especially when) 
eval u at ing errors made in 
cas es stem ming from a terrible crime.

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE KETANJI BROWN 
JACKSON, DIS SENT ING FROM DENIAL OF 
CERT IN MICHAELS V. DAVIS 

Times have changed, my own think ing 
has changed… if it were on my plate 
today, I would prob a bly act dif fer ent ly.

ROBERT GEVERS, PROS E CU TOR WHO TRIED 
JOSEPH CORCORAN IN 1999
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Each year, DPI ’s Year End Report is back-
stopped by research that attempts to fill in 
numer ous gaps in the death penal ty land-
scape. Reliable infor ma tion about the death 
penal ty is often dif fi cult to access, includ-
ing infor ma tion on cur rent and his tor i cal 
instances where the death penal ty was 
sought, the demo graph ics of defen dants 
and vic tims, and even cer tain infor ma tion 
regard ing the death row pop u la tion itself. 
DPI ’s method ol o gy makes every attempt 
to ensure the robust ness of our quan ti ta-
tive and qual i ta tive find ings, tri an gu lat ing 
the data wher ev er pos si ble with judi cial, 
gov ern men tal, and schol ar ly resources, and 
col lab o rat ing with estab lished aca d e mics 
in the field as well as rep utable advo ca cy 
or media sources. 

DPI col lects infor ma tion on new sen tences, 
exe cu tions, or exon er a tions through out the 
year, along with data on re-sen  tenc ing, the 
deaths of death row pris on ers, death sen-
tences imposed for dif fer ent crimes on the 
same per son, and demo graph ic data on vic-
tims and defen dants. DPI also con tin u ous ly 
col lects infor ma tion on report ed exe cu tions 
across the globe. 

In prepa ra tion for our annu al report, each fall 
DPI cor rob o rates our find ings with respec-
tive state con tacts with in the legal com mu-
ni ty, includ ing pub lic defend ers work ing in 
active death penal ty juris dic tions or state 
Departments of Corrections. 

DPI also relies on an in-house tool, the DPI 
Death Penalty Census Database, com piled in 
2022 and con tin u ous ly updat ed through out 
the year. Each entry in our Census Database 
is rig or ous ly ver i fied by two inde pen dent 
sources for our cen tral data fields, includ-
ing the names of defen dants and vic tims, 
alleged charges, sen tenc ing, appel late pro-
ce dure, and any fur ther case devel op ments 
such as exon er a tion or exe cu tion. This data 
is stored on a secure dri ve acces si ble only 
to DPI staff mem bers. Specific doc u ments 
are avail able to researchers and the pub lic 
upon request. 

Each year, we are delight ed to pro vide you 
with as much com pre hen sive data as we 
can; nonethe less, we are always ready to 
learn from your sug ges tions and invite you 
to active ly shape our data base by con tribut-
ing to the DPI Death Penalty Census. We are 
very grate ful to the many indi vid u als and 
orga ni za tions that have helped make us a 
reli able source of infor ma tion on death penal-
ty trends and devel op ments. This report is 
thanks in large part to those gen er ous con-
tri bu tions of time, insight, and information.

A brief description of the process used to 
compile data for this report.


